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If an Jvpolop^y is lUH^dfiil for the iniper- 
feetioiis of this book, it may be stated, 
that the whole labor has l)een i)er(bnne(l, 
in sneh leisnre hours, (luring* tlie period 
of less than six montlis, as the vvrit(M' has 
been able to snateli from his pressinjjf ])ro- 
fessional (bities. Tie, therefore, cannot 
hope to have escaped the eonimission of 
errors, nor to have avoided defects, fie 
is aware there are some typofi:ra'i)hical (er- 
rors. N^or does he expect tliat this vol- 
ume will be of any p^reat public interest, 
exc(q)t, ])erhaps the addresses <5iven in the 
second i)art, but, ])os?^ibly, it may be of 
more interest to relatives and friends. 

He is aware that it is not withont some 
danger that one atttempts to write even 
a skctcb of his own life. He has at- 
tempted, in this short resit7)ie of his own 
life and labors, to avoid the danger of ego- 
tism on the one hand, and the shrinking 
from a fair statement of the facts, because 
it may have attracted ])ublic attention, on 
the other hand. 
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In givinj^* 



the iienealooy 



_c. c . c.. c. ^'* t1u3 four 

ftimilios, to wit: Wilburs, Fullers, Morses 
and Meads, lie has not allenipted to 
gather and publish hut a few names of 
those races. To have gat lu^red and pid)- 
lished all of those that eould have been 
found from [)ersons liviug, and public and 
private records, would have taken many 
years of lal)or and great exi)ense. The 
memorial, with all its impc^rtections, is 
now humbly subuiitted to tlie candor and 
indulgence of those (or whose benelit it 
has been prepariid. Should the memorial 
find those inclined to think it of no con- 
sequence, let such an one go and do bet- 
ter, or ])onder the words of liurke, that 
^^He only deserves to be remembered by 
])Osterity who treasures uj) and preserves 
the history of his ancestors." 

L. F. W. 
Jericho, Vt., May loth, 1881. 
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" And having clone all, to stand. Stand, therefore. 

St. Paul. 

"This above all : to thine ownself be true ; 
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man." 

Jlnmlet. 
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PARENTAGE AND EARLY LIFE. 

LaFayette Wilbur, the subject of this autobiogra- 
phy, was the second son and sixth child of William 
and Betsey Wilbur ; and according to the record in 
the old Family Bible, 1 was born in the town of 
Waterville, in the county of Lamoille, and state of 
Vermont, on the i5th day of May, A. D. 1834. 
Waterville is situated on a branch of the Lamoille 
River, and is nestled in among the Green' Mountains. 
In that town there can be seen a farm, containing a 
little over one hundred acres of fertile land, lying 
nearly a mile North-westerly from the village, West 
of the highway leading to the town of Bakersfield. 
rhis farm extends back to the side of the mountain 
that lines the Western skle of the town. In the year 
of 1834 there could have been seen, upon said farm, 
a one story dwelling, that remains in a good state of 
repair till this day, in which I was born. The char- 
acter of my birthday was such, that many persons 
have told the writer, that they well remembered the 
day of my birth. The spring of 1834 opened early 
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10 LIFK OF LAFAyETTE WILBUR. 

and warm ; and before my birthday, that spring, 
many of the farmers had sown their grain and planted 
their corn, which had come up and was growing finely. 
On the 14th day of May, a heavy snow storm came 
on, and on the 15th and i6th days of May the ground 
was covered with two feet of snow ; and for a day or 
two it was good sleighing, but the snow soon went off, 
and vegetation again rapidly revived, and crops that 
had been cut down by the snow storm and cold 
weather, were soon looking well. The facts, con- 
nected with this severe storm, have been so often 
and particularly related to me, in connection with the 
subject of my birthday, they seem as though they ac- 
tually came under my own cognizance, it is said 
that people are much* talked about, especially, on 
three occasions, viz : at their birth, 'marriage, and 
death ; the subject of my birth, in connection with 
the storm, has had its full measure of talk. 
HIS ANCESTORS. 
1 trace my lineage through five generations to Sha- 
drach Wilbur who married Jehannah Neal ; their 
son was Phillip Wilbur wlio married Mary Leonard, 
and the son of Philip and Mary Wilbur was David 
Wilbur, my great grandfather. David Wilbur was 
born in Westmoreland, N. H., and married Tabatha 
Briton ; they lived in Westmoreland for some time, 
where my grandfather, William Wilbur, was born, 
August 13th, 1772. William Wilbur, my grandfather. 
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married Assenath Wilbur, October 7 th, 1795. My 
father, William Wilbur, was born in Westmoreland, 
N. H., March 8th, 1801. About the year 1800. 
David Wilbur removed to Coit's Gore (afterwards 
called Waterville), Vermont, and bargained for a 
hundred acres of land, situated about one mile 
Northwesterly, from what is now the village of Water- 
ville. That part of the stale of Vermont, at that 
time, was nearly all a dense wilderness. David Wil- 
bur was unable to pay for the one hundred acres he 
had bargained for, and desired his son, William, to 
come and take a part of it off of his hands, and pay 
for it ; and he complied with his father's wishes, 
and removed with his family to Coit's Gore, Vermont, 
and took a deed of eighty acres of said land, upon 
which he resided till his death, in 1835 ; his father 
retained thirty acres, the remainder of the land, for 
his own homestead and farm. 

William Wilbur, my grandfather, reared a family 
of ten children, two sons and eight daughters ; the 
youngest son, George W. Wilbur, married and settled 
down in life on his father^s homeiMKl. If y father, 
William Wilbur, at the age of thirteen, went to Hve 
with his grand parents, David and Tabatha Wilbur, 
who lived on said thirty acres of land which was 
South and adjoining the land occupied by my grand- 
father. He lived with them till he was seventeen 
years of age, when his grandfather died ; then he and 
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his grandmother, Tabatha Wilbur, went to live with 
his father ; they lived there till my father, William 
Wilbur, the younger, became twenty-one years of age; 
then he and his grandmother went to live on the said 
thirty acres, her homestead, under an agreement that 
he should have the place for maintaining his grand- 
mother through life ; which agreement he fulfilled. 
HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. 

My father married Betsey Fuller, the eldest daugh- 
ter of Joshua Fuller, of Westmoreland, N. H., on the 
jist day of February, A. D. 1826. Immediately on 
his marriage he took his bride, and her "setting out," 
composed of such things as a small farmer, at that 
early day, could supply their daughters with, to ena- 
ble them to go to keeping house, and journeyed to 
Waterville, LanM)ille County, Vermont. • 

It is high evidence of manly courage, to see a 
young man go into a new country, with but little or 
no property, with which to commence life, clear up a 
farm to make a home, and rear and support a large 
family of children. William Wilbur went resolutely 
at work, clearing up the forest and in enlarging and 
improving his farm ; and as he obtained the means 
with which to purchase land, he added to the acres 
that he had already obtained for supporting his 
grandmother, till he owned one hundred and sixty- 
five acres of land. ; After his farm was cleared, he 
was enabled to keep about twenty head of cattle. 
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twenty-five sheep, a pair of oxen, and. a span of' 
horses upon the farm. There was upon the farm, 
four sugar orchards, containing over fifteen hundred 
maple trees. My father did considerable teaming 
for other people, and especially, for the merchants 
at Waterville, in bringing their goods from Burling- 
ton, Vermont, besides carrying on his farm ; and was 
always an industrious and hard working man. He 
brought all his chiUhen up to work, and instilled 
into their minds principles of industry and economy. 
Rigidly honest himsell, he taught his children early 
in life that, "Honesty was the best policy.'* 

His wife proved to be unto him a true help-meet. 
In courage, skill and, industry, in managing tht? 
affairs of the family, and performing the duties de- 
volving upon her, she had very few superiors. It was 
fortunate that she, usually, was blessed with good 
health, as she would have early broken down, if it 
had been otherwise. In addition to the usual house- 
. hold duties, and the care of a dairy of eight or ten 
cows, she, yearly, spun a large amount of flax and 
woo), and wove, in her hand <ooiii, several hundred 
yards of cloth for her family and her neighb(Ars. 
Nearly, all the cloth for her large family's wear, for 
many years, was manufactured by herself. 

William Wilbur and his wife, in their religious sen- 
timents, were Congregationalists. They both, early, 
gave their hearts to the Lord and became memhttrs 
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of the Congregational church at Waterville, and 
ever since have been steady and constant worshipers 
at that church. They brought up their family to at- 
tend upon the services of Divine worship upon the 
Lord's day, and to respect at all times the ordinances 
of religion. He was elected deacon of that church 
at VVaterville, and has been one of its deacons for 
more than thirty-five years. 

Politically, William Wilbur was a Whig. After the 
agitation of the slavery question had commenced, and 
the Abolition or Liberty party had been formed, he 
cast in his lot with them, and was elected by that 
party, as the representative from the town of Water- 
ville, to the General Assembly of the state of Ver- 
mont, in the years of 1843 and 1844. 

When the Free Soil party was formed, hfe naturally 
became a Free Soiler. He joined the Republican 
ranks when that party was formed in 1856, and has 
been an active Republican ever since. He has held 
the office of Postmaster ever since 1859, through the 
administrations of Presidents Lincoln, Johnson, 
Grant and Hayes. My ffttker rended on the farm 
that he cleared up until the year 1857, when he 
removed into the village, where he now lives, and 
soon after sold most of his farm. 

HIS BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

The family of my parents, consisted of twelve chil- 
dren. The oldest was Almina Jane who married 
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Nelson Fassette ; the second, was Seymour wIk> mar- 
ried for his first wife Sarah A. Paine ; she died, and 
he has been twice married since. His second, Laura 
Warner, and his third wife, Fanny E. Goodspeed. 
He is now a practising physician in Kansas. The 
third child was Clarissa Maria who married William 
Harrison Dean ; he died, and she married Charles 
H. Lyman for her second husband. The fourth child 
was Sylvia Ann Fuller who married Bardett N. 
Adams. The fiftli child was Emily Ware who mar- 
ried Austin Uenio. The sixth child was the writer. 
'I1ie seventh child was Elizabeth Stocker who died 
at the age of sixteen years. The eighth child was 
Gratia Bragg who died at the age of twenty-five 
years. The ninth child was David who died in in- 
fancy. The tenth child was El bridge who has been 
twice married ; his first wife was Viola Bundy, and 
his second wife was Ida rillotson. The eleventh 
child was Ruth Ann who died also in infancy. The 
twelfth child was Mcribah Esther Hyde who mar- 
ried Martin Shattuck. 

EARLV RECOLLECTIONS. 
My earliest recollections are of incidents that look 
place when I was from four to seven years ol age. 
I well remember my great grandmother, whom father 
supported, as she mingled in the family. She was 
kind to me, and when she died at the age of ninety- 
two years, it was a sorrowful day to me. Heir dead 
ho<1y was the first corpse I ever snw. ,,.,^^,,^CoOgh \ 
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In my childhood days my father always had a 
shoemaker come into the family every year, late in 
the fall or early winter, to make boots and shoes for 
the family, and the shoemaker had freqiient occasions 
to remind me that I "must not meddle with his 
knives and awls." 

I distinctly remember the great political canvass 
of 1840, when General William Henry Harrison was 
elected Presideirt of the United States, and John 
Tyler Vice President. The **Harrison Songs" are 
the first that I recollect of hearing sung. 

In those childhood days, I, with my brothers and 
sisters, in the winter evenings, gathered around the 
great fire, in the mammoth fire-place, chatted over the 
incidents of the day, cracked butternuts, peeled beech- 
nuts, drank cider and eat apples, and parched corn, 
and viewed the imagined houses and animals in the 
coals, till the evening was spent and we all sent to bed. 
Those >yere childhood^s happy days. 
HIS BOYHOOD. 

My early boyhood was spent on the farm. I was 
taught to perform all kinds of farm work as soon as 
large enough to do it. t, with my brothers and sis- 
ters, attended the district school about one mile from 
the f.^rm. While attending the district school I was 
required to work, both before and after school, each 
day, taking care of the slock at the barn, and chop- 
ping wood at the door. The rule was, we were to 
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have no idle hours. After nearly all the children 
had become of school age, father fitted up in his 
house, a school room, and hired a teacher, and 
schooled his children at home for several years. 
Finally, sister Clarissa got advanced far enough, so 
she was placed over us as teacher ; and she taught 
the family school several terms. At times we thought 
her relationship too near, to be teacher, and insubor- 
dination would be exhibited ; but a report from the 
teacher to the heads of the family who were near at 
hand, would bring order and quiet. My first compo- 
sition was written while sister Clarissa was teacher. 
I remember in it 1 described the supposed animals 
of the moon, as having f\vt legs, four under the body, 
and one under the head, 

I did not get very much interested in my school 
studies, till about fourteen years of age. At this 
time, I began to take a deeper interest in school 
studies, and in general reading. I especially took a 
great interest in the lyceums, that were held i,n 
several school districts in the town, and entered with 
zest into the discussion o£ questions, as well as in 
declamations and compositions. 

From the time I was fourteen till sixteen years of 
age, though I worked hard upon the farm, I sought, 
and enjoyed the society of the young people in that 
part of Waterville where my father resided. Many 
an evening was spent, in the fall of the year, at 
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husking bees, and at "apple parings." Those were 
happy days, whether they were spent in the society 
of the young people of the neighborhood, or at work 
on the farm. I enjoyed the business of making 
maple sugar. From the time I was ten years of age 
till I was twenty years of age,,! attended and per- 
formed most of the work in one of the sugar orchards, 
during the time of making sugar, each year. 
IS AMBITIOUS AND SEEKS AN EDUCATION. 
At this period of my life I laid large plans and had 
great aspirations. I became quite a general reader 
of history and biography. 1 remember, among oth- 
ers, a volume treating of the work, hardships and 
trials of the early Missionaries among the Indians in 
the teritorres of Oregon and Washington. I never 
became much of a reader in what are termed, works 
of fiction. The "Green Mountain Boys," "May Mar- 
tin, the Money Diggers," and "Robinson Crusoe" 
are all the books I remember of reading, of that kind. 
When about sixteen years of age, I subscribed for the 
Weekly New York Tribune, and, by reading it, be- 
came an admirer of H'drace Greely, Its Editor. 
Having become at that early age, quite an extensive 
reader, my ambition, aspirations, and plans for the 
future, began to expand. T felt I needed a better 
education than my fiither thought he could help me 
to. I began to grow uneasy, and dissatisfied with my 
condition and opportunities. I desired to go from 
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home and work out and earn money with which to 
carry out my plans. My desires were setting towards 
the profession of the law. I revealed to no one my 
desires or plans, in this regard, for fear I should be 
regarded as aiming higher than my abilities or means 
would enable me to reach, and for fear of being op- 
posed in my longings and plans. I felt like a caged 
lion, and desired to he free. How to carry out my 
plans and purposes, was a matter of long and serious 
consitlcration. Finally, I resolved to secretly leave 
home, and hire out to work for some body from whom 
I could obtain money to use in getting an education. 
I intended to go to an adjoining town to work, and 
selected an out-of the-way route to get there. I 
packed my clothes, ready to start, when a favorable 
opportunity was presented. That opportunity did 
not come. 

SICKNESS IN THE FAMILY. 
Soon after the time set for leaving home clandes- 
tinely, the scarlet fever of a very malignant type, 
broke out in that part of the town in the summer of 
1851 ; and nearly every family waB \Hsited with the 
terrible scourge, and many deaths were the result. 
I was the first one in my father's family that had it, 
though in a mild form. The entire family that was 
at home, seven in number, were very sick with the 
disease. And my father's house, for more than three 
months, during the warmest part of the season, was 
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more like a hospital than a farmer's dwelling. I soon 
recovered from the fever, though it was a long time 
before I was entirely free from its effects. It was 
well that I was able to work, as the work of the farm, 
mainly, depended upon me, during the remainder of 
the season, and I was compelled to do, through ne- 
cessit)', more than I was able to do, and to the injury 
of my health. The family all recovered fiom- the 
fever, except sister Elizabeth. She struggled under 
the power of the disease, for about two months, and 
died September 6th, 185 1. Her death-bed scene is 
vivid to my mind^ to this day, I well remember, that 
a few hours before her death, she commenced and 
sung the verse, viz : 

'*Our days are as the grass, 
Or like the morning flower, 

When blasting winds sweep o*er the field. 
They wither in an hour." 
SCHOOLING AT THE ACADEMY. 
The next year my Father sent my sister Emily and 
1 to the Old South Academy, at Bakersfield. It was 
the winter term, commendtig in December, 'i'he 
school was taught by Professor O. L. Stevens. At 
this school I made the best use of my time, 1 was 
bent upon making rapid advancement in my studies. 
Studied late at night, and for exercise arose early in 
the morning, and took a walk of about two miles 
before breakfast. This exercise was kept up during 
the term. 
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When my father came after me at the close of the 
winter term, my teacher gave him a good account of 
his son. I declined to go home to work on the farm. 
I desired to continue at school, but under the prom- 
ises of my father, that he would allow me to remain 
at the school till the middle of the spring term, and 
permit me to return to school again at the middle of 
the then next fall term, I consented to return home 
to work on the farm. At the middle of the spring 
term, I went home and worked faithfully on the farm 
till the middle of October, A. I). 1853. 
LKAVKS HOMK. 

When the middle of October, 1853, arrived, I in- 
sisted that father should send me to school accord- 
ing to the arrangement made in the spring, but father 
thought, with the great amount of work that was to 
be done on the farm, he could not carry out the 
arrangement to let me go to school. 1 plead his 
promise to send me to school, and that 1 desired to 
get an education. Father saw that I was determined 
to go to school, even if I had to leave home against 
his wishes, and to keep me on Mie ftrm, to his advan- 
tage, would be no easy task. While sitting in the 
house one day, talking over the subject of getting an 
education, and of attending school, he turned to me, 
and asked what I would give him for my time during 
the remainder of my minority, providing he furnished 
me money to pay for hdf of a term of schooling? 
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I immediately asked him how much he would take ? 
He answered me that he would take fifty dollars ; I 
again immediately replied, 1 will give it. In a 
shorter time than it takes me to write what took place, 
the bargain was completed, and I was free. Then 
and there, I signed and gave him two notes for the 
fifty dollars, hi a day or two after, my father car- 
ried me to Fairfax, Vt., to enter the New Hampton 
Institution ; the fall term that year, was the opening 
of the school there. 

HE TEACH KS SCHOOL. 
At the close of the term of school, at the age of 
nineteen, I hired out to teach the district school, in 
the brick school house at Fairfax Falls, Vt., for thir- 
teen dollars per month. The school was a large one, 
numbering sixty scholars, and some of tliem were 
larger, older, and further advanced in the higher 
studies than 1 was. Although I did not engage to 
teach Chemistry, Algebra, and the Governmental 
Instructor, those three studies were brought into 
school, and 1 taught them. At that time, there was 
no uniformity of books, and for that reason 1 was 
compelled to have f\vG classes in Arithmetic* and 
several classes more in several other studies, that 
would not have been necessary to have, if there had 
been a uniformity in school books, as now required 
by law. This, my first school, was one of tl>e hard- 
est three months' work I ever did. At the close of 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIFE OF LAFAYETTK WILBUR. 23 



that school I resumed my studies, at the academy at 
Underhill Center, Vt. This school was taught by 
Mr. Joseph Cilley. I made rapid progress in my 
academical studies at the spring and fall terms of 
that school in 1854. I worked three months on a 
farm during the vacation, between the spring and 
fall terms, for Calvin Howe, at Underhill Center, to 
obtain the money to pay the expense of schooling 
during the fall term, i'he next winter, I taught the 
district school at the village of Underhill Center, for 
the sum of sixteen dollars per month, and **hoard 
round." 

BECOMES A BOOK PEDDLER. 

'I'here were a few weeks to intervene, between the 
close of the fall term of school at Underbill Center, 
and the commencement of the school that I had 
engaged to teach, at the village of Underhill Center, 
for the winter ; so there was time to engage in some 
profitable enterprise. Therefore friends Newell 
Matthews and Thomas Richardson, schoolmates, and 
myself, not liking the idea of being idle during the 
vacation, and needing the futulti cHat we might earn, 
united in a project to procure a large amount of mis- 
cellaneous books, and supply all that region round 
about with useful reading matter. Among others 
we obtained a large number of agricultural works. 

Before starting on our tour of peddling, we met 
for consultation, and pictured to ourselves the large 
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amount of profits that would come to us from the 
results of a few days of successful peddling. We 
calculated on large sales and great profits ; and that 
we should be the means of accomplishing a great 
deal of good in the distribulion of agricultural in- 
formation ; and the benefits to the farmers, and us, 
would be mutual : we would get their mone}' and 
they would be, through our means and exertions in 
distributing agricultural information, intelligent and 
practical farmers. We procured a team with which 
to convey our books. One of us was to go with the 
team, and the other two, each with a satchel laden 
with books, were to visit every family on our respec- 
, tive routes. We were to march in three colunms 

\ towards the South, through the towns of Jericho, 

Williston and St. George, and rendezvous at Hines- 
burgh, Vt., the first night. Friend Richardson was 
to take the center, with the team and baggage, and 
friend Matthews was to constitute the right wing, 
and pass through the town of St. George, and I was 
to constitute the left wing, and pass through the 
Eastern part of Williston ; ami all meet at Hines- 
burgh village at night. We all started with high 
hopes of success, and with a considerable pluck and 
courage. As agreed, we all brought up at Hines- 
burgh village, the first ni«rju out, with not much more 
I money, and not much less number of books, than 

I when we parted in the morning. 
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We had many experiences to relate to. each other 
that night ; in our invitations to people to purchase, 
we haxl met absolute refusals ; we were informed by 
the farmers along the routes, that our agricultural 
literature was of no importance ; they claimed to 
know more about farming than all the books could 
tell them ; argument seemed to be of no avail. We 
thought we had got down into Egypt and had passed 
the lines and come to where reading was regarded of 
no importance. We felt much as another did, who 
set up as a bookseller : said he, **I set up as a book- 
seller and the people immediately seem to leave off 
reading, and if I were to turn a butcher, I believe, O 
my conscience ! they *d leave off eating." 

The next morning we held a counsel, and con- 
cluded that our "bread and butter" could not be ob- 
tained in that way ; therefore, it was arranged, that 
friend Richardson should retreat in good order as 
possible, with the baggage, to the place from whence 
we started the morning before, while Matthews and 
I were to take up an irregular march through the 
country ; but our objective point, was home. We nil 
arrived home safe, sadder and wiser if not richer, 
than when we set out with such high hopes. We 
soon met to inventory our stock, count up and divide 
the profits of the expedition, but instead of finding 
and dividing the profits, we each contributed and 
paid our losses. I soon commenced and taught 



Digitized by 



Google! 



Digitized by 



Google 



26 LIFE OF LAFAYETTE WILBUR. 

through the winter, the school at Underhill Center, 
that I had previously engaged to teach. 

CHAPTER IL 



COMMENCES THE STUDY OF LAW. 

At the close of the winter term of the school, 1 
visited my parents at home in Waterville, for a few 
days, and then went to Morrisville, Vt., and com- 
menced the study of the law in the office of the 
Hon. Thomas Gleed. Mr. Gleed gave me the use 
of his library, lights, fuel and bed, if I would keep 
his office warmed and ready for occupation, and do 
what copying he had to do, and such business as I 
could do in his absence. 

With my limited means, 1 had to contrive to make 
a little money to pay my board and get my clothes. 
I therefore sought opportunity, to work by^» the day 
for the farmers in that vicinity, when it was suitable 
weather to work out of doorsj and at all other times 
devote my time to the study of the law. Even when 
I labored on the farm during the day, I returned to 
the office at night, wher^ I slept, and devoted myself 
to reading law, into the small hours of the night. 

Also during the time I was pursuing my legal 
studies, I also pursued my Latin studies at the Peo- 
ple's Academy, then under the instruction of Hon. 
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Chas. H. Heath, now an attorney at law in Montpe- 
lier, Vt. 

This manner of study and work was kept up, 
through the whole period of my professional studies, 
except the winter of 185 5 -'6, when I taught the district 
school at Elmore Pond. While teaching school at 
Elmore my evenings were spent, also, in reading law. 
While teaching school, by request, I gave several lec- 
tures on education, in several districts, The second 
year of my study of the law, Mr. Gleed obtained for 
me the agency for getting applications for insurance 
in the Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Company; 
I was to have all I could make in that business. 
With the money earned while acting as such agent, 
together with what I earned while working out for 
the farmers in that vicinity, I was enabled, at the 
close of my professional studies, to pay for my board 
and clothing, and other expenses, and purchase a few 
law books, and pay my father one third of what I was 
owing him for my time. 

FIRST appp:arance in court acting 

AS AN AnORNEY. 
During the second year of my law course in the 
office of Mr. Gleed, he had commenced in April, A. 
D. 1856, a suit in favor of a young man who had 
taught school in the town of Stowe, the winter pre- 
vious. The scholars, while the school was in session 
- one day, look the teacher up and carried him out 
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doors and laid him on a snow drift, and broke up the 
school. Mr. Gleed was applied lo by ihe young 
teacher for redress of his grievances. Mr. Gleed 
brought an action of Assault and Battery against the 
ring-leader of the band who had committed this deed, 
and set the phice of trial in the town of Calais, where 
the teacher resided, alx)ut twenty-five miles distant 
from Morrisville. The day before the trial was lo 
come off, Mr. Gleed*s house caught fire, and burnt 
down, which made it difficult for him to go and tend 
the suit ; and in the evening before, the suit was to 
come off the next day, he came into the office, and 
said I must go and tend that suit for iiim ; and sai<l 
the roads were so bad f must go horse-back. The 
next morning I saddled his horse, and rode-it twenty- 
five miles over bad roads, before ten o'clock, to the 
place of trial. I had a trial of the case that day, and 
succeeded in recovering a judgement of forty dollars 
damages and cost, and* came home the following day. 
The defendant was committed to jail for the non|>ay- 
ment of the judgement, but he soon paid it, rather 
than lay in jail, and was i*e)eased. 

CHAP TEU III. 



ADMITTED TO THE BAR. 

At the December '1 erm of the Lamoille County r 

Court, A. D. 1856, I was admitted, accordingp^o the i i 
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rules of Court, as an Attorney at Law, before the 
Honorable Asahael Peck, then the Presiding Judge 
of that court, and received my Diploma which gave 
me the privilege of practicing in all the County 
Courts of the state. Afterwards 1 was admitted to 
practice in the Supreme Court of the state ; and still 
Liter J was admitted to practice in the District and 
Circuit Courts of the Uniteil States. When I was ad- 
mitted to praciice in the Circuit Court, a Diploma 
was issued to me under the seal of the court, a copy 
of which is as follows, to wit: 

United States of America, I 
Viermont District, to wit: J 

Be it Remembered, That at a Term of the Circuit 
Court of the Second Circuit of the United States, 
begun and held at Windsor, within and for the Ver- 
mont District on the 20th day of May, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
nine, L. F. Wilbur of Jericho, in the said District, 
Esquire, was agreeably to the rules of said Court, 
duly admitted and sworn as a Counsellor, Attorney, 
Proctor, and Solicitor of said Court ; and, as such, is 
duly enrolled. 

Witness, llie H<>noraMe Morrison R. Waite, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of . the United 
States, at Windsor, in said District, this 20th day of 
May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States, the 103d. 

Geo, K. Johnson, Deputy Clerk. 
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OPKNS AN OFFICE. 

As soon as I had gained my admission to the Bar, 
and obtained my Diploma, 1 went home to Waterville 
and visited my parents a few days ; and on the 
seventh day of January, A. D. 1857, opened a Law 
Office in Jericho, Vermont, at the village called the 
'*Flats," and hung out my sign as an Attorney at 
Law. 

No one knows the difficulty of a young attorney's 
building up a successful and large law practice, ex- 
cept he who has attempted it. A young attorney 
is liable to have, and frequently does have, the most 
learned and experienced attorneys as competitors. 
Although young practitioners are not liable to have 
the management ofcauses involving so large amounts, 
or where the responsibilities are so great, as expe- 
rienced attorneys, but the questions involved are just 
as difficult in causes of small magnitude,, and where 
the amounts are trifling, as where large interests are 
the subject of legal investigation. 

At the time that I opened a law office there was no 
other practicing attorney between the village of Winoo- 
ski and the town of Cambridge, Vermont, therefore 
there was a large field open for me as a practicing 
lawyer. 

FIRST JURY TRIAL. 

My first Jury trial was held at Underbill Center. 
It was a suit I brought, for an administrator, against * 
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a man who, the administrator claimed, had taken 
and converted to his own use a quantity of house- 
hold furniture belonging to the estate. We had a 
hot contested trial, resulting in a verdict for my 
client. 

After practicing at ihe *'Flats'' till the first of 
April, A. D. 1858 I removed to the village of Jericho, 
Vermont, where I have lived and practiced my pro- 
fession for twenty-three years, and till the present 
writing. 

PRACTICE EXTENDING— FEW CASKS 
MENTIONED. 

From the time I opened an office my legal practice 
grew and became quite successful and lucrative. 
There are but few lawyers that worked harder and 
tended closer to their professional duties than I did, 
embracing business in the several Courts of the State, 
and in the District and Circuit Courts of the United 
States. There is but a small portion of the number 
of the suits that an attorney has carried through, that 
ever get reported in the Law Reports ; only a few of 
the cases that are tried In the l^ilenor co«rt)i «ver get 
into the County Court, and but a very small proi>or- 
tion of those that are tried in the County Court or 
Court of Chancery are taken to the Supreme Court, 
the court of last resort, by appeal or on exceptions. 
There is but a little part of the professional labors of 
a lawyer that is ever known to the public. The cases 
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that I have been connected with that have found their 
way into the printed Law Reports, are found scat- 
tered through the Vermont Law Reports from Num- 
ber 32 to 52 inclusive. Some of the cases that were 
reported that attracted public attention were as fol- 
lows, viz : 

Nichols y.'<. Mudget, involving the validity of an 
agreement to discharge an old debt, due the plaintiff 
by the defendant in the case, agreeing to use, and 
actually using his influence to elect the plainiilf to 
office. Reported in 32d volume, page 346 ; the case 
of Shehcy vs. Adderene, involving an application of 
the Statute of Frauds. Reported in the 41st volume, 
page 541 ; Oakes and wife vs. Oakes and Spaulding, 
deciding the defendants were jointly liable for injuries 
the plaintiffs wife sustained from a vicious animal, ' 
jointly owned by the defendants, while in the actual 
possession of only one of them. Reported in the 
40th volume, page 347 ; Spaulding t%«f. Oakes, deter- 
mined that Spaulding could not recover of Oakes, 
the joint owner of the vicious animal, the half of the 
damages that he and Oak^ had 4>ce« compelled to 
pay in the case of Oakes and wife vs. Oakes and 
Spaulding ; the whole sum being about $2300. 
Reported in 42d volume, page 343 ; Howe and oth- 
ers vs. School District No. 3 in Jericho, deciding 
that the Brick Meeting-house and Common at Jericho 
Corner had not reverted to the heirs of those who 
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originally deeded it for religious purposes. It was 
reported in ihe 43d volume, page 282 ; and Howe 
vs. Stevens and others was a suit brought to recover 
damages for the destruction of the plaintiff's pew in 
the Brick Meeting-house ; the Court deciding the 
plaintiff's recovery must be limited to nominal dama- 
ges. It was reported in the 46th volume, page 262. 
SOMK CRIMINAL CASKS. 

Among the criminal cases where 1 have been called 
upon to defend the person charged with crime, was 
the case of Daniel Harrinj*ton. He had been in- 
dicted by the Grand Jury of the county of Chitten- 
den, for an assault with intent to murder his wife. 
The fact was he had badly cut and mangled his wife 
with an ax, and threw her to the bottom of his cellar 
stairs, leaving her for dead. Although lie never had 
been regarded as insane before the commission of 
this act, still, I found in investigating the case, that 
his conduct for a short time previous to the commis- 
sion of the horrible act, had been eccentric and 
strange. When the cause came on for trial at the 
Chittenden County Coon, 1 set «ip the plea of insan- 
ty, and supported it by such evidence as I could find. 
The Jury rendered a verdict of of not (juilty. 

In my early practice, one Joseph Hall was arrested 
for assisting in an attempt to "ride on a rail" a man 
by the name of Wright. Wright had been accused 
of abusing his family, until some of his neighbors 
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had been wrought up to a high pitch of excitement 
against him, and determined to take the enforcement 
of the law into their own hands. A few young men 
called at Wright's door one dark night, and called 
him out on pretense of asking him the way to another 
house in the vicinity. While he was giving them di- 
rections and showing them the way, caught him 
around the waist, and threw him to the ground, and 
in the struggle between them, Wright got his knife 
out of his pocket, opened it with one hand and his 
teeth, and slabbed one of his assailants, causing them 
all to flee. Wright followed them a short distance 
but got no very good opportunity to identify either 
of them. 

The next day Wright made his complaint to the 
proper authority, and had Hall arrested, as one con- 
cerned in the assault on him. Hall engaged me in 
his defence. He said that Wiight claimed that he 
knew that he (Hall), was one of his assailants, and 
that he had marked him, by stabbing him in the left 
arm. I asked him if it was true that Wright had 
stabbed him in his arm. Me said no. i told him I 
would undertake his defence. As the law stood then, 
the respondent could not testify in his own behalf. 
I told Hall that if Wright came on and clearly identi- 
fied him by his testimony, whether his evidence was 
true or false, his own lips would be sealeil, and his 
prospects in the suit would be dark. Inasmuch as 
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I had no evidence to prove Hall's innocence, I de- 
sired that Wright should be very positive in his lesti- 
mony, that he stabbed Hall, so that if I showed that 
Hall had no injuries on his person, a jury would be 
likely to say that Wright was mistaken in the man. 
1 therefore tied a while handkerchief just below his 
elbow, under his coat, letting the ends hang down in 
sight. While the officer was summoning the jury for 
the trial (which was to be held at the hotel at Jeri- 
cho), 1 told Hall to mingle among the large number 
of people, that were present to hear the trial, and 
carry his arm quite stiff, as though it was sore from 
some injury, and expose the i^m\ of the handkerchief 
to the view of the people. I then arranged with a 
person to call Wright's attention to the fact that he . 
was on the right track, as it was evident that Hall's 
arm was stiff and sore from the stab that he gave him. 
From this, Wright was doubly .assured that Hall was 
the offender. 

The jury were impanneled and sworn, and Wright 
put upon the witness stand on behalf of the prosecu- 
tion. He told his stoiy, W«nttfled Hall as one 
of the men who made an assault on him the night 
before. 

Among other questions, I asked him on cross-ex- 
amination how he knew Hall was one of the men that 
committed the assault. He said he kneiu he stabbed 
him in the left arm. I intimated to him that I doubt- 
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eel the truthfulness of his statement. He then replied 
in court that if we did not believe it, we could raise 
Hall's coat sleeve, and examine the wound he had 
made. He said he was very positive that the man 
he called Hall he stabbed in the arm. 

The prosecution rested their case. 

1 asked the officer to take the respondent into a 
private room and examine him from the soles of his 
feet to his crown, and see if he had any wounds or 
injuries on his person. The officer did so, after 
which I put the otlicer on the stand as a witness who 
testified there were no wounds or injuries on Hall's 
body. 

I had no other evidence in defence. I ur<;ed, in 
argument, that Wright must have been mistaken, 
and had got the wrong man arrested. 

The Jury found the respondent not (jfulty. 
LAWYER'S LIFE. 

There are many interesting incidents that come 
under the observation of every practicing lawyer, 
through his professional career, that serve to break 
up the monotony of his proCesskmal life, and lighten 
his toil, and make easier the burdens and responsi- 
bilities thrown upon him. 

The position of the lawyer is a trying one. People 
trust them with their fortunes, their character, their 
liberties and their lives. And it is a credit to the 
profession that they seldom betray the trust and con- 
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fidence reposed in them. They have a sirong incen- 
tive to faithfully represeni iheir clienis and defend 
their rights, as their remuneration, their reputation 
and professional standing largely depend u{X)n the 
ability with which they conduct their clients' causes, 
and the success they win. Sometimes they are un- 
justly censured by ungrateful clients, when they have 
not succeeded, when the true cause of defeat was not 
from any lack of the attorney, but through the weak- 
ness of his client's proof.. 

CIIAPTIOU IV. 



LI15RARY. 

After removing to Jericho, Vt., 1 continued the 
practice of my profession with success. 

From time to time I added to the small number of 
professional books I had when I opened an office, till 
now it has become one of the largest law libraries in 
the county of Chittenden. . Also, I have become a 
member of the Law Library Assodaiio^ at. Burling- 
ton, now containing about six hundred volumes, which 
gives me a wide research. Those two libraries to- 
gether with my private miscellaneous library, furnish- 
es reading sufficient so that I need not be idle, even 
if my professional services should no longer be re- 
quired. 
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HIS POLICY. 

My policy has always been not to purchase things 
that I did not need, and I believed in the sentiment 
expressed by Dr. Franklin, "That to buy an article 
because it was cheap, that one did nor need, was Spay- 
ing too dear for the whistle.* " 

I generally paid down for any property I saw fit 
to buy. If I bought on credit, knew where the pay 
would come from before I purchased. I believed it 
.was the duty of every person to be frugal but not 
parsimonious, liberal, but not prodigal. Moderate 
liberality and frugality lead to competency and pro- 
mote honesty, but parsimony and prodigality lead 
to dishonesty and poverty. 

HIS POLITICS. 

Politically, I was a Republican. My sympilthy 
from early boyhood was with the Abolition or Liberty 
party, and from reading antislavery books, had a 
great detestation of the institution of slavery. From 
the time I became old enough to vote, till the present 
time, I have been a firm adherent of the Republican 
party, and an earnest stipportec oC its principles. I 
believed that better results could be wrought through 
it, than any other. The principle and policy of the 
Whig parly, lo protect American industries by a pro- 
tective tariff, has been a favorite idea with me. 

During the political canvass of 1880, at a political 
meeting of which I was President, previous to intro- 
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ducing the Hon. George F. Kdmuncls as the s|Xiaker 
of the evening, f, in a few words set forth the differ- 
ence in the policy and principles between the Repub- 
lican and Democratic parties, as follows, to wit ; 

Four years have rolled around and the time has 
nearly come when the voters of the nation expect to 
cast their votes in favor of the highest elective oflicer 
of the nation, and also for the freemen of the State 
of Vermont to cast their voles for their choice for 
Governor. Although Vermont, ever since the forma- 
tion of the Republican party, has given heavy majori- 
ties in favor of the Republican party and its princi- 
ples, it is yet important this year that the majority 
should be increased so as to strengthen the hands of 
our Republican friends in other States where the con- 
test is sharp and close. 

The end for which the two great political parties 
labor are wide apart and their principles distinctly 
marked. The Republican party claim that the 
United States are a Nation, but a large part of the 
Democratic party claim it is simply a league and 
bound together by no stronger band than a rope of 
sand. The Republican party are striving to carry 
out civil service reform and that loyal, trusty and ex- 
perienced men be alloweil to fill the responsible po- 
sitions in the several departments of the Government, 
while the Democratic party are striving to fill such 
places with ex-rebel soldiers and brigadier generals. 
The Republican party are not only striving to make 
this land free in name but free indeed. They de- 
clare that every voter in this broad land shall have 
the right and the undisputed privilege of suffrage, be 
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he white or black, rich or poor, and that the policy 
of intimidation and fraud shall not prevail. 

I did not come before you to make a speech, but 
allow me to say a word as to whom Vermont has 
called to represent her in the councils of the nation. 
She has been represented by the wisest and best men 
since she becjime a State of the Union. For the 
past fourteen years she has not only been repre- 
sented in the Senate of the United States by her 
wisest and best, but by a man second to none in the 
entire nation. I need not say that that man is the 
Hon. George F. Edmunds of Burlington. 

CHAPTER V. 



HIS MARRIAGK. 
At the age of twenty-seven years I was joined in 
marriage with pleasant Mercy 'Jane Morse, on the 
9th day of January, A. D. 1861. She wns one of the 
fair daughters of Calvin Morse who was a well-to-do 
farmer of Underbill, Vt. This union has proved to 
be a pleasant and profitable one, and but very few 
regrets have been expressed by eitticr parly ; and 1 
have no disposition to make different arrangements, 
and recently have had reason to think that our mar- 
riage has not been entirely unsatisfactory to my wife. 
In December, 1880, I came into my house one day 
and found on the table an express package from 
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Boston, Mass., directed to me and' marked, "five 
pounds of frgs.*' I opened the mysterious package 
and pulled from it a fine gold watch, valued at one 
hundred and ten dollars, — a present from my be- 
loved wife. The present was accepted, of course, 
and appreciated, not only for its intrinsic value, but 
on account of the source from which it came, and 
being indicative of a kind heart. The present also 
serves to mark a period of twenty years of our mar- 
ried life, and calls for attention on my part to do for . 
the welfare of the woman I married. 
THKIR CHILDREN. 

Our first child, Gratia, was born May 20th, 1864, 
and died June 4th, 1864. The other two children 
are boys: Earl Morse Wilbur, born April 26th, 1866, 
and Ralph William Wilbur, born March 30th, 1869. 
Both of them are now living at home. The oldest 
is preparing to enter college, and the youngest is 
attending the district school. 

CALLED TO BE A SOLDIER. 

Under the act of Congress, passed on the 3d day 
of March, 1863, providing for cfimHing *nd calling 
out additional National forces to quell the Rebellion, 
the President called for three hundred thousand 
more men. A draft took place at Burlington, Vt., 
under that act and call, in July, 1863. By that 
draft, I, and twelve other fellow citizens of Jericho, . 
were .selected to replenish the ranks of the army. '; 
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The law under which the draft was made, allowed a 
p^^on 'drafted to relieve himself from the draft, by 
furnishing an acceptable substitute, or by paying a 
commutation of three hundred dollars. The choice 
was left to me to break up my business and leave all 
legal controversies to others, for a place in the army, 
or tend to the large and increasing law practice. 
In a financial point of view, I thought, I had better 
not leave the business and controversies of my clients 
for the business of deciding National controversies 
by firearms. I therefore furnished an acceptable sub- 
stitute for the consideration of three hundred dollars. 
Thomas Gormon was procured as my substitute, who 
was willing to meet the trials and hardships of the 
camp, and face the dangers of the battle field. He 
did his duty well. Like many other good soldiere, 
was wounded and afterwards killed, in battle, in the 
Shenandoah. 

For a time during the war and after, I was largely 
engaged in procuring bounties and pensions for sol- 
diers, their widows, mothers and children, and was 
quite successful in their 4>ehj!iK, 

CHAPTER VT. 



In the winter of 1874 I was led to take an interest 
in the Saviour. Although I had made it a practice 
to attend religious meetings on the Lord's day, and 
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been quite a reader of the scriptures, I had not fully 
committed myself to their teachings. The conclu- 
sion had been forced upon lay mind, that the things 
of this world were not satisfyhig to the soul. 1 was 
convinced that, though ^ person should be ever so 
successful in his business, and reach evert the pinna- 
cle of fame, still, there would be a longing for some- 
thing higher and better. 1 claimed to believe in tlie 
word cd God, and was led to inquiie whether my life 
was consistent with the teaching of the word ihat 1 
thought was true ; 1 was not long in being convinced 
that 1 should take higher gn)un(l» and desired to be 
led **io the rock that is higher than I." 

'Inhere was no particular religious awakening in 
the community at that lime, but my judgement was 
fully convinced, and conscience aroused and quick- 
ened by the Holy Spirit, and was led to put my faith 
and trust in the Risen Redeemer. 

At that time, I well remember the deep impression 
and effect made on my mind, as the minister one Sab- 
bath read, and the congregation sung a certain hymn, 
three verses of which were as fallow!^ viz : 
Return, O wanderer, return, 

And seek thy Father's face ; 
Those new desires which in thee burn 
Were kindled by his grace. 

Return, O wanderer, return ; 
He hears thy humble si^h : 
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He sees thy softened spirit mourn, 
. When no one else is nigh. 

Return, O wanderer, return ; 

Thy Saviour bids thee live : 
Come to his cross, and, grateful, learn 

How freely he'll forgive. 

ORGANIZATION OF A CHURCH. 

At this time the Second Congregational Church of 
Jericho, that was organized on the 31st of August, 
1826, and that had held its meetings in the Brick 
Church at Jericho till the year 1865, had ceased to 
hold any meetings, and the Brick Church had become 
very much neglected and dilapidated, and unfit for 
religious meetings. It was a question as to whether 
that church had not lost its organization. 

On the 26th day of March, A. D. 1874, a few per- 
sonn met at the house of L. M. Stevens, in Jericho, 
to take into consideration the organization of a Con- 
gregational Church. At that time, I drew up and all 
present signed an agreement as follows, to wit : 

"We, the undersigned, agree to form ourselves into 
a Congregational Church, *t Jwkho, *iid hereby ex- 
press our desire that L. M. Stevens and VV. I. Bying- 
ton call a meeting for that purpose." 

On the loth day of July, A. D. 1874, the organiza- 
tion of the church was perfected, and W. I. Byington 
and L. M. Stevens were chosen its Deacons, C. Van- 
Vleit its Treasurer, and I was chosen its Clerk. 
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This organization was treated as a re-organization of 
the Second Congregational Church of Jericho, Vt. 

Although an organization of the church had been 
accomplished, and several additions to it had been 
received, they had no house of their own in which to 
meet for worship, 

THE BRICK MKKTING-HOUSE. 

Previous to the organization of the church, the 
Brick Meeting-house, which had been occupied by 
the Congregational and Baptist churches, had be- 
come unfit for use, and practically abandoned. 

In 1825 Dr. George Howe had permitted a society 
to build the house on his land, and in 1834, deeded 
to certain trustees, the house and the common on 
which it stood, to be occupied as a meeting-house, on 
the condition that if it ceased to be occupied for tjiat 
purpose, it should revert to him and his heirs. 
Many thought it had reverted, and in 1868 purchased 
it of the person to whom they supposed it had re- 
verted, for the purpose of converting it into a school - 
house. Those who opposed its being converted into 
a .school-house, reported to the )aw tn ))re\*ent it, and 
one person who claimed to own some of the pews in 
it brought suit against the committee appointed to 
repair it and who removed the pews, and succeeded 
in recovering one cent damages with one cent cost 
for the destruction of his pew. 

On the 23rd day of January, A. 1). 1874, I corn- 
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posed and read at a Literary Club of Jericho, the 
following verses in reference to said house, and the 
litigation concerning it : 

One year a[;o to-day, or more, 
I sat beneath the old Brick Dome ; 
Called on Muse, whom I adore. 
To come and help me as I roam. 

To day 1 find the hand of time 
Has wrought a sad and mighty change. 
The Muse would scarcely make a rhyme ; 
Looked at me with great disdain. 

But she would on me take pity, 
Rather than tiirn from me her face. 
If I was poet of this great city. 
Would help me with becoming grace. 

Once the sound of Jericho bell, 
Called the people on the Lord's day, 
To hear the Priest, good news to tell, 
And teach them how to praise and pray. 

She said the house, long years ago. 
Was left by all who pray and sing, 
Was quite un(ic fryr «ie below^ 
And hardly safe the bell lo ring. 

Not fair without nor warm within. 
With naked walls and empty space ; 
The rais and mice go out and in. 
And boys make it a dancing place. 
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What's the house for ? I cannol lell. 
It mow is run by fleetest wind : 
The glass is gone and so's the bell ; 
All kinds of noise is heard within. 

Kre long the belfry too must fall — 
Through nature's laws, to rot away. 
No sound from thence the people call, 
Nor any summons for night or day. 

And to the sparrow and the wren, 
The windows are thrown open wide. 
A free invitation given. 
To come and nest there, side by side. 

As time rolls on by fleetest wind, 

The house will come down with a crash ; 

And those who live to scjb that time, 

Will from their homes with quick step dash. 

The people from the West and Kast 
Will all be coming on the run, 
And many more, to say the least, 
Be cracking jokes and making fun. 

No school shall mar that sacred spot ; 
No scholar on rtiat ground ^all play. 
It was for purer objects got, 
And so is left to rot away. 

But to the house they went, to repair. 
And their rights they meant to assert ; 
Others said touch not, but beware. 
The house for that shall not revert. 
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One, his pew he would occupy 
. Once in eight or ten years or so. 
Though his pew was not worth a fly, 
He quickly to the law did go. 

Right to the pew he*d not forfeit, 
And to a course of law was bent. 
For disturbance in his worship, 
Won only the sum of one cent. 

A history of the litigation concerning this Brick 
Meeting-house and the common, which litigation I 
was. employed to conduct, is found referred to on 
pages 32 and 33 of this book. 

After the title to the property had become settled, 
the Second Congregational Church of Jericho, in the 
year 1876, raised by subscription the sum of over 
three thousand dollars to repair and fit the said Brick 
building for holding meetings, and fpr that purpose, 
I contributed between three and four hundred dollars. 
After the building had been completed and fitted as 
a place of religious meetings, and dedicated for 
Divine worship, I prepared for the press, by request, 
a history of the proceedings connecteit with said 
Brick Church, as follows, to wit : 

The Old Brick Church at Jericho Corners, which 
has been so handsomely repaired and furnished, and 
rededicated to the service of God, has been subject 
to many changes and has quite a history. The 
house was built in 1824 and 1825, on the land of 
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Dr. George Howe, by an organized associaiion called 
the **Brick Meeting-house Society of Jericho," under 
an "act of the Legislature for the support of the Gos- 
pel," passed October 26th, 1798. Said Howe by 
deed conveyed said house and the green or commo.i 
on which it stands to Oliver Lowry, Luiher Prouty 
and Wm. A. Prentiss, April 3rd, 1834, in trust, to be 
used for religious worship, with a condition that it 
should revert to said Dr. Howe and his heirs if the 
owners and proprietors of the house should neglect 
to occupy the same for the purpose for which it was 
granted. Dr. Howe died in 1857, testate, leaving 
his property to his wife, who survived him. The 
Second Congregational and Baptist churches occu- 
pied the house for public worship each on alternate 
Sabbaths from 1826 down to 1858. In 1858 the^ 
Baptist church and society built a house of tlieir own 
and abandoned the *'01d Brick Church." The Sec- 
ond Congregational church at that time was weak, 
but they continued to occupy the house for religious 
worship till 1865, when, by reason of their inability 
to support preaching, it wafs vohsd to sii^tpetid fucet- 
ings, and no meetings were afterwards held in it. 
No care was taken of the house by any body and the 
windows were soon all broken out and it appeared as 
though it was truly forsaken, and most of the people 
thought the conditions of the deed had not been kept 
and that it had reverted to the widow of Dr. Howe. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC* 



Digitized by 



Google 



50 LIFE OF LAFAYETTE WILBUR. 



At that time the village was in need of a school-house, 
and, as the walls of the Old Brick Church were 
sound, the school district took measures to acquire a 
deed of Mrs. Howe, of the Old Brick Church and 
common, to be used for school purposes, and ap- 
pointed a committee to remove the pews from the 
house — which work the committee proccetled to do. 
But before they proceeded far in their work, those 
who were opix)sed to converting the church into a 
school-house, and believed that the Second Congre- 
gational church had not abandoned the house, but 
merely suspended religious meetings for the time 
being, brought their bill in Chancery against the 
school district and its committee, enjoining them 
from converting the building into a school-house. 
After a long litigation the Supreme Court decided 
that the house had not reverted, and said that **it 
could not be assumed but that a lime of strength and 
prosperity will follow their time of weakness." And 
time has shown the wisdom and correctness of their 
decision. After the title to the property had been 
thus settled, one of Ihe ofi^ni o< w ic n ^ n pew 
brought suit against the school district committee to 
recover the value of his pew, and after another long 
litigation the Supreme Court decided that inasmuch 
as the owner of a pew is only entitled to the right of 
sitting, and" the house was in no condition to be occu- 
pied for religious services, his recovery miist be 
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limited to one cent damages and one cent costs. 
The tide having become settled by these suits, the 
house stood in the beautiful village an unsightly object 
and a disgrace to the people, till November, A. I). 
1876. 

In 1874 and 1875 the condition of things which 
the Supreme Court thought might come to pass, in 
respect to the condition of the church, was realized. 
The Second Congregational church in 1874 was reor- 
ganized and quite a large number have been. added. 
Inthe year 1876 the church felt as though they must 
have a house of iheir own in which to worship, and 
during the past year the church, with those who felt 
an interest in the ''Old Brick Church" and common, 
have at the expense of three thousand dollars made 
it a beautiful edifice. The audience and vestry rooms 
have been tastily finished and furnished. The house 
was rededicated by the Second Congregational 
church on the 19th of December, 1877. President 
Buckham preached the rededication sermon from 
the text found in Acts ii. 42, and the dedicatory 
prayer was made by Rev. Kdwin Wheelock, of Cam- 
bridge. 
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CHAPTER YII. 



A TRIP WEST. 

During my business life, I have made it a point not 
to spend much time or money in pleasure or pleasure 
trips and excursions, except where business called, 
and have been content to remain in the town where 
I commenced my professional practice. I believed 
in the saying that, *'A rolling stone gathers no moss.'* 
In May, 1868, I departed from my usual manner of 
life, and went West. I planned it so as to be at the 
National Republican Convention convened at Chi- 
cago, at which General U. S. Grant of Illinois was 
nominated as a candidate for President of the United 
States, and Schuyler Colfax of Indiana was nomina- 
ted as a candidate for Vice President, on the same 
ticket. My attendance on that convention gave me 
a chance to know something of the inside workings 
of political organizations. After the close of the 
convention, I went throi^ i*ie states of lown, Ne- 
braska, Kansas, Missouri and Illinois. On my jour- 
ney through those states I visited Davenport, New- 
ton, Des Moines, Boone and Council Bluflfs, of Iowa, 
Nebraska City of Nebraska, Leavenworth and Law- 
rence of Kansas, and places on the route from Kan- 
sas City, Missouri, to Quincy, Illinois, which journey 
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gave me a very good opportunity to see considerable 
of the nature and extent of the great West. 

I obtained, on that trip^ favorable impressions of 
the Western States ; and at times since my return, I 
have regretted that I did not, on my return from that 
Western tour, take whatever pecuniary means I had, 
and settle there with my family. I have no doubt 
there are belter opportunities and prospects for 
industrious and plucky young men in the Western 
States than in New England ; and this seems to be 
the view the mass of the people are taking of the 
subject, as the Western Slates are rapidly filling up 
with people while the rural districts of New England 
are becoming depopulated. 

A VISIT TO THE CAPITAL. 

In the spring of 1880 I took a business trip through 
the state of New Jersey, and also visited the city of 
Washington, D. C. This was the first time I had 
visited the Capital of my Country. Congress at the 
time was in session, and I had a good opportunity 
to see the manner of work of most of its members. 
While in Washington 1 visited tlie PatetitOflice, where 
could be seen the countless improvements in machin- 
ery and other things ; I also spent considerable time 
in the Treasury Building, where the money, our paper 
circulating medium, is printed and prepared for use ; 
and last, but not least, of the attractions at Washing- 
ton, was the Smithsonian Institute, which I visited. 
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There is where can be seen representatives of all 
races af men, and specimens of all kinds of animals, 
reptiles, shells, fish and birds, and of every living and 
creeping thing on the face of I he earth, and all kinds 
of stones, metals and curiosities. A chance to view 
the articles in the Patent Office, and to see the ?no- 
das operandi of making and preparing the paper 
money for use, and an opportunity to see the won- 
ders of the Smithsonian Instiiute, will amply repay 
a visit to the Capital of our Country. 

There have been a few years when my family and 
I have spent a few weeks in the hot summer weather, 
each year, either at Saratoga, N. Y., or at Old Orch- 
ard Beach, on the coast of Maine, for rest and relief 
from business cares. 

Except an occasional short relief from my profes- 
sional labors, my time and talents have been devoted 
to the interests of my clients. 

ONE CASE MORE MENTIONED. 

Within a few years one case arose that called out 
a good deal of commendable indignation from the 
family injured, and which attracted a good deal of 
public attention, that I will mention, as 1 was con- 
nected with it in a professional way. 

In May, 1876, a Miss Davis applied to mc, as an 
attorney, to assist her in proceedings against one F. 
M. Hutchins. She made a complaint against him, 
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charging him with being the father of her child, and 
asking that he be made, by order of court, to con- 
tribute to the support- of the child. The necessary 
complaint and warrant was issued and Hutchins was 
arrested and taken before a Justice of the Peace, and 
compelled to enter into a recognizance for his ap- 
pearance and trial at the County Court at Burlington. 
Hutchins denied the allegations made in the com- 
plaint against him. The case was set for trial, by 
Jury, at the April term of the court, 1877. 

A few days before the day set for trial, .said 
Hutchins and those seeking to shield him from his 
legal liability, procured a person, a stranger, to go 
late in the evening to the place where Miss Davis 
was living, and obtain an interview with her, on (he 
pretense of wanting to hire her to go to Wesiford to 
work in a hotel. The interview was had, and she 
agreed to go with her child that evening, to Westford, 
with the stranger, for the purpose of obtaining work. 
While on the way to Westford, they came to a place . 
where two roads me^ one leading to Westford and 
the other to Mikon. Miss Dura noticed ^ht man 
took the road leading to Milton, and she called his 
attention to the fact. He replied that there were 
two ways, and that the road he took, though longer, 
was less muddy, and better travelling. She began 
to suspect the stranger was deceiving her, and told 
him again he was not on the right road to Westford, 
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but he quieted her fears by telling her that it was 
Milton where she was going to work, and that he 
was mistaken when he called it VVestford. They ar- 
rived at ihe hotel at Milton F;ills, about one oVlock 
at night, drenched with rain. 

She was shown to a room for herself and child. 
She was not aware that Hutchins was following her, 
but, here, he appeared on the scene, at her door, and 
burst it open and entered her room, and said to her, 
"Now I have got you here, and if you don't keep 
away from court, and do as I want you to do, I will 
kill you." Hutchins was determined she should not 
appear as a witness against him in the case, in court. 

The next day she was taken to Swanton, and 
there kept under restraint for several weeks, and 
while there, was compelled to sign an affidavit setting 
forth, in substance, that Hutchins was not the father 
of the child. 

When Miss Davis was sought for, to go to court to 
give evidence in the case, she could not be found. 
Search was made for her and her child. Great ex- 
citement prevailed. Tht fact that she h«id been 
taken away to get rid of her evidence and the suspi- 
cions that she and her child had been foully dealt 
with, was published by the press through the county. 
The sympathizers of the foul transaction, in abduct- 
ing Miss Davis and her child, also published several 
pieces in the public press, setting forth that Hutchins 
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had nothing to do with the abduction of Miss Davis, 
and was a young nmn of many friends and would not 
resort to such things. This was done to throw sus- 
picion off of him, and screen him from his just deserts. 
The town of Jericho filed tlieir certificate according 
to the Statute, to control the case. The case could 
not proceed without her testimony. I, therefore, as 
the attorney of the town, procured a continuance of 
the case to the September term of court, 1877, so 
that I might obtain her testimony, if possible, to be 
used in the case. After the adjournment of the 
court, I learned thai Miss Davis and her child had 
been seen in charge of certain persons at Swanton. 
I, with an officer, together with the brother and sister 
of Miss Davis, went to the place in Swanton Village, 
where we learned she and her child had been kept, 
but the people who lived there, at first, • denied all 
knowledge of their whereabouts, or that they had 
seen any such woman or child. On being pressed to 
disclose what they knew, finally acknowledged that 
both Miss Davis and child had been kept there, but 
had been taken away. They wwiW not give tnfornm- 
tion where ihey then were, or who took them from 
their house. I, therefore, had the man and woman, 
that lived where Miss Davis and child had been kept, 
summoned, by Justice Bell, to give their evidence 
under oaih. After a long and tedious examination, 
I obtained information sufficient to lead me to believe 
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that Miss Davis and her child had been taken to St. 
Armand, Canada. I, therefore, immediately sent cer- 
tain persons with team, to St. Armand, where Miss 
Davis and child were found, and brought home and 
restored to their friends. She had been compelled by 
her abductors to go into a foreign land, as they would 
thus be better able to keep her from court, and be- 
cause her place of custody in Swanton was likely to 
be discovered. While she was kept, both in Swanton 
and Canada, slve was not allowed to write direct to 
her friends but her letters were required to be sent in 
envelopes, directed to those who were aiding Hutch- 
ins at Jericho, and there to be inspected by them ; 
and if the letters conveyed no intelligence of her 
whereabouts, and, expressed no wish to return to her 
father's house, then they were remailed to whom she 
designed them to go. While at Swanton she was 
required to copy letters written by Hutchins, and the 
copies, signed by her, were sent by him to her friends. 
The letters were written so as to convey no intelli- 
gence of her whereabouts or true condition. She for 
some time was kept quiet hy tlireats, (Komises and 
presents. 

The trial came on at the September term of Chit- 
tenden County Court, 1877, at which time Miss Davis 
gave her evidence to the Jury, detailing among other 
things, the circumstances of her abduction, and giv- 
ing the names connected with it. 
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The clefcndani, Hulchins, uaed in his defence the 
false affidavit that she was compelled to sign at Swan- 
ton, hut the Jury found him guilty, and ihe Court 
adjudged him to be the father of ihe child, and 
ordered him to contribute the sum of three hundred 
dollars for the chikrs support, and pay cost of suit, 
and ordered him to furnish security for its pa)ment. 
The said Hulchins, neglecting to coniply with the 
order of Court, was conmiitted to jail for the term of 
fifteen months, or till his compliance with the order. 
He went to jail, and at the end of six nmnths made 
his petition to the jail comniissioners for discharge. 
I appeared to oppose his discharge, and the conimi.^- 
sioners after full hearing, decided they had no power 
to discharge him till he had served .out fifteen 
months* time in jail. Thereupon Hulchins made a 
l>etition to the Supreme Court for a wr^t of Manda- 
mus, to compel the jail commissioners to discharge 
him from jail. I was employed to defend the com- 
missioners. After another full hearing the Court 
decided that the decision of the jail commissioners 
was right, and dismissed his pciittOM wiih costs. 

Hutchins and his friends, not being satisfied with 
the previous decisions, sought to get him released by 
a writ of hahtna coi-pHS^ before Judge Powers, (claim- 
ing in their writ that there had been irregularity in 
some of the previous proceedings.) I appeared on 
that hearing, again, as attorney for Miss Davis and 
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the town of Jericho. The Court, after full hearing 
and consideration, decided thai the previous pro- 
ceedings were all regular, and Hutchins must remain 
in jail thq full term or comply with the Court's order, 
and pay the cost of the proceedings On habeas corpus. 
The result of this transaction, so far as the principal 
in it is concerned, at least, proves the truth of the 
words of Solomon, where he says, ** The way of trans- 
gressors is hard." 

On the preceding pages I have given some of the 
leading incidents of my life and professional practice, 
I have thought it not best to go into details as they 
would become wearysome to the reader. I have at- 
tempted to give to my friends, in this Autobiography, 
the unvarnished facts ; and it has brought me down 
to the year A. D. 1881, and to forty-seven years of 
age. 

REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSION. 

One writer has said, "We do not choose our own 
parts in life, and have nothing to do with those parts. 
Our simple duty is confined to playing them well." 
We should not forget, thrm]^ M o«r activities, that 
success in lile, for which we all strive, should be re- 
garded as a means, not as an end. To shun the evil 
and retain the good, while winning success in life, is 
no easy task. We need to be active and possess 
much wisdom. 
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Milton says, 

"'I o know that which before us lies in daily life 
Is the prime wisdom." 
Ami Whitticr says, 

'*For of all sad words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these, *It might have been.* " 
And in conclusion, let us all remember the words 
of Kemble, viz : 

A sacred burden is the life ye bear, 
Look on it, lift it, bear it solemnly, 
Stand up and walk beneath it steadfastly. 
Fail not for sorrow, falter not for sin, 
But onward, upward, till the goal ye win. 
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GENEALOGY 



OF THF 



WILBUR FAMILY, 



Thk first Wilbur, in the ascending line, of which I 
have any account, is Shudrach Wilbur, and he mar- 
ried Jehannah Neal. 

The name of Shadrach Wilbur's son was Philip 
Wilbur, and he married Mary Leonard. 

The name of Philip Wilbur's son was David Wil- 
bur, and he married Tabatha Britton, and died 
about the year i8i8, at Watcrville, Vt. David Wil- 
bur was the great grandfather, and Tabatha, his wife,, 
was the great grandmother of LaFayette Vi^ilbur. 

The name of David Wilbur's son was William Wil- 
bur, and he married Assenath Wilbur. William Wil- 
bur was born August 13th, 177a, in Westmoreland, 
N. H., and Assenath, his wife, was born April 13th, 
1770, in Mass. He died at Waterville, Vt., April 
19th, 1835, and his wife, Assenath, died at Water- 
ville, Vt., February 26th, 1832. 

I here insert the recollections of Tabatha Wilbur, 
as given to William Wilbur, the father of LaFayette 
Wilbur, on the 9th day of August, A. D. 1835, by 
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her, when she was 87 years of age, and I give it here 
as she gave it to him : 

**Tabatha Britton's father's name was Kbenezer 
Britton, and his father's name was William Briiton, 
and liis father's name was William Britlon, and his 
father's name was William Briiton. 

Ebenezer Britton married Tabatha Leonard. 

William l^ritton married Lydia Leonard. 

Tabatha Britton 's grandmother was Lydla Leonard, 

Assenath Wilbur's father's name was Abijah Wil- 
bur, and he married Rachel Wittam. And the said 
Abijah Wilbur's father's name was Abijah Wilbur, 
and he married Phebe White ; and the last named 
Abijah Wilbur's father was Shadrach Wilbur, and he 
married Jehannah Neal. 

Rachel Wittam's father's name wa.s Wetherell Wit- 
tam, and he married Rachel Howard. Wetherell 
Wittam's mother's name was Betsy Wetherell, and 
her father's name was John Wetherell. Phebe White's 
father's name was John While, and her mother's name 
was Betsey Grossman, and her father's name was 
Samuel Grossman." 

Tabatha Wilbur, the wife of David Wilbur, died at 
Waterville, in the state of Vermont, on the 28th day 
of March, A. D. 1840, at the age of 92 years, while 
residing in the family of William Wilbur, ihe father 
of La Fayette Wilbur. 

William Wilbur, the son of David Wilbur, married 
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Assenath Wilbur, October 7th, 1795, ^^^ the fruits 
of their marriage were ten children, to wit : 



I 


Assenath 


Wilbur, 


born January 22nd, 


1797 


2 


Armelia 


it 


*' April 28th, 


1798 


', 3 


Diana 


(( 


" October i8th, 


1799 


4 


William 


ti 


*' March 8th, 


1801. 


5 


Salina 


it 


*' June 20th, 


J 802 


6 


Achsah 


i. 


" October 12th, 


1803. 



7 George Washington Wilbur, born Dec. i8th, 1805. 

8 Wealthy Wilbur, born May 5th, 1808. 

9 Clarissa '* ** August 12 th, 1809. 

10 Delana *' ** June 13th, 181 1. 
The first six were born in Westmoreland, N. H., 

and the last four were born at Coits* Gore (after- 
wards called Waterville), Vt. 

Clarissa died Nov. i6th, 1825. 

Armelia died June 6th, 1879, at Sparta, Wis. 

Delana died Aug. 26th, 1849. 

Salina died April 3rd, 1846. 

George Washington died Sept. 20th, 1856. 

I AMse^taUi^ married Ziba Kllis, January 13th, 
1824, and they removed to Ohio soon aft«r. 

The fruits of their marriage were four children, to 
wit : Delana, Louisa, Flora, and Matilda. 

Ziba .Ellis died September 15th, 1840, and his 
widow married for a second husband, Timothy Brown, 
and now lives in Clyde, Ohio. 
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2 Armelia^ married Richard Hawley, January 8th, 
i8i8, and the fruits of their marriage were eight 
children, to wit : Romeo , Doiman , George, Diana 
and Roana (twins), Homer, Hannah, and Cordelia. 
Their father, Richard Hawley, died December 15th, 
1843. Also, Diana, Roana, and Hannah are dead. 

3 Diana, married Hiram French, November 
1 6th, 1839 ; they live in Essex, Vermont^ and have 
no children. 

4 William^ was married to Betsey Fuller, in West- 
moreland, N. H., on the 21st day of F'ebruary, 1826, 
by William Britton, Esquire. The fruits of this mar- 
riage were twelve children, to wit : 

First, Almina Jane, born December 8th, 1826, 
and was married to Nelson Fassette, by J. M. Hotch- 
kiss, Esquire, March 5th, 1844. The fruits of this 
last named marriage were six children, to wit : Ed- 
win Heman, Annie Rogene, Mary Ann, Martha Jane, 
Frank Nelson, and Fred Albert. 

Second, Seymour^ born November loth, 1828, and 
was marrit^d to his first wife, Sarah A. Paine, by Rev. 
Elder Hovey, March 2ml, 1852. She died July 29, 
1856. He married Laura Warner for his second 
wife, and Fannie E. Goodspeed for his third wife. 
He had two children by his first wife and one by his 
third wife, and the three children are dead. S^id 
Seymour married for his fourth wife : Stookey. 
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Third, Clanssa Man'a^ born May 19, 1830, and 
was married to William Harrison Dean, October 2nd, 
'^55» t)y ^^v. John G\eeil Mr. Dean died Sep- 
tember 6th, 1878, and she married Charles H. Ly- 
man, December 25th, 1879. 

Fourth, Sf/lvfa Ajih Fuller^ born January 29th, 
1832, and was married to Hartlelt N. Adams, by Rev. 

John Glecd, June 1855. The fruits of their 

marriage were six children, to wit : 

Cynthia Emroy Adams, born May 7lh, 1856. 

Burton Wilbur *• " Sept. 17th, 1858. . 

Hatliejane " ** Oct. 17th, i860. 

Herbert Khner " '* Dec i4tii, 1862. 

Nettie Jane ** ** Nov. 17th, 1868. 

Harrison Dean " " Nov. 23rd, 1870. 

Hattie Jane died Dec. 14th, 1862. 

All of them were born in Vermont, except Nettie 
Jane and Harrison Dean, who were born in Minne- 
sota. 

Fifth, Eniihi IKare, born Feb. 23fd, 1833, and was 
married to Austin Denio, by Rev. John deed. The 
fruits of their marriage were three children, two boys 
and one girl, to wit : 

Frederic Wilbur Denio, born Mar. lv^\\\, 1857, 

Arabelle P:iizabeih " " Dec. 15th, 1858. 

Sylvanus Arthur ** ** July 30th, 1868. 

All of them were born at Enosburgh, Vt. 

The mother, Emily Ware, died the 3rd day of 
March, A. D. i88r, and her son Frederick Wilbur 
Denio died April 8th, 1881. 
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Sixth, LaFayette^ born May i5tli, 1834, and was j 

married ta Mercy Jane Morse, January 9th, 1861, ; 

by Rev. Simeon Farmalee. ■ 

The fruits of this marriapje were one girl and two 
boys, to wit: (Jratia, Earl Morse, and Ralph 
William. 

Seventh, EUzabtdh Stacker y born November 14th, 
1835, and died September 6ih, 1851. 

Eighth, Gratia Bra(j{j^ born March 22nd, 1837, 4ind 
died June 20th, 1862. The following lines were 
composed on her death, by her sister Emily, viz : 

Peacefully sleep, beloved one ; 
Thy toils are o'er — thy labor done ; 
'J'hy sainted spirit, freed from pain, 
Has riached the home it longed to gain. 

'I'hou wert lovely, dear (Jratia, in life and in death. 
And when to thy Maker thou yieldest thy breath ; 
Many fond hearts with sorrow were riven, 
When thy fair form to the earth was given. 

Peacefully now wilt thou take thy rest. 
Around God's throne, among the blest ; 
For thou art now where sorrow tior care 
Kver will disturb thy fdi<Hiy theiv. 

Ix)ng didst thou yearn, thy Saviour to see, 
That with him forever thy soul might be ; 
To bask in the sunshine of heavenly love 
And all his glorious faithfulness prove. 

When the sad hour of parting drew near, 
Thy trusting spirit knew no fenr ; 
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Hut prayed that the Lord would quickly coim* 

And take thy ransomed spirit home. 
Karnesily she prayed that all ihe youth 
Would walk in the way of wisdom and truth — 
Anxiously seek (jod's pardoninj^ grace, 
That they might enjoy the smiles of his faco. 

*ro one dear sister, kind warning she gave, 

That she would improve His mercy to save : 
"Oh, read that Holy Bible, lead it and pray, 

The Sabbath School attend and learn the bright 
way.'' 

A brother who'd gone his coinUry to .serve. 
An affectionate messajje flid she reserve ; 
"Will you a christian man strive to become. 
That angels in Heaven may welcome yoirhome?" 
She prayed that Christ his grace would impart, 
And lead other loved ones to give him their heart ; 
Then for father and mother, accents of love. 
And thus brothers and sisters might all meet above. 
Then fondly calling them all by narne, 
A blessing she pronounced on each the same, 
And a farewell to all she caltnly addressed, 
Then sweetly reposed on the Saviour's breast. 
Her glorified spirit is chanting His praise. 
And tuning its harp to heavenly lays. 
May our <lesires like hers be the same. 
That we may consider *'()nr loss her gain." 
Thy body moulders beneath ground, 
Till the last trumpet's avvful'sound ; 
Vet thy guardian angel hovers near, 
Awaiting the sumi^ion for ns to^ appear. 
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Thy cheerful, happy face is missed, 
In places where'er thy name is lisped ; 
For thou wert willing to forget and forgive 
The failings of others while thou didst live. 

Thou art missed at home and missed away, 
In graver circles, as well as gay ; 
In the school-room too, thy smile is missed. 
Where thou delightedst the youth to assist. 

And now to all, this departed one 
Has spoken in deep and earnest tone. 
To meet her soon in that happy land 
Where all may dwell at His right hand. 

And may her warning so faithfully given, 
Be heeded by those who are aiming for Heaven, 
That we, with her, on that shining shore. 
May sing the song of the Lamb evermore. 

Ninth, Davi'dy born April 3rd, 1838, and died July 
i8th, 1838. 

Tenth, Elbridge. born July 30th, 1839, and mar- 
ried for his first wife Viola Bund/, February 15th, 
1868. The fruit of this marriage was a girl, whose 
name is Gratia. He married for his second wife 
Ida M. Tillison, June i8th, 187^. He was married 
by Rev. J. K. Fuller. 

Eleventh, Ruth Ann, born August 14th, i84i,and 
died March 2nd, 1842. 

Twelfth, Meribah Estlier Hyde, born December 
i6th, 1843, ^"d was married to Martin Shattuck 
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January 30th, 1866. The fruiis of this marriage 
are two boys, to wil : 

Merlon Carroll Shatiuck, . born Apr. 4th, 1867. 

Harlan William *♦ " May 24th, 1870. 

Almina Jane resides in Jericho, Vermont, and, at 
the present writing, Seymour is a practicing physi- 
cian at Wichita, Kansiis ; Clarissa Maria resides 
in Jericho upon a farm ; her husband being a farmer. 
Sylvia Ann F. resides at Walcoit, Rice County, Min- 
nesota. Her husband is a farmer. I^2nnly Ware 
lived in Glover, Vermont, upon a farm. Her hus- 
band is a farmer. LaKayette is a lawyer, and resides 
in Jericho, Vermont. Kl bridge resides in Waterville, 
Vermont, with his parents. He is a farmer, and car- 
penter and joiner. Mcribah 1^^. H. resides in Kden, 
Vermont. Her husband is a merchant. 

Gratia, the daughter of LaFayette and Mercy Jane 
Wilbur, died the 4th day of June, 1864, and their 
oldest son, Karl Morse Wilbur, at the present writing, 
is a telegraph operator, and is preparing to enter 
college, while their son Ralph William Wilbur is at- 
tending the district school. 

5 ScUina, married Welcome S. lirown, October 
5th, 1826. Both are dead. The fruits of their mar- 
riage were four children, to wit : 

Josephene, Reuben, Alfred, and Louisa. 

Jo.sephene, Reuben, and Alfred are dead. 
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6 Achmhy married Stephen Willey, October 15th, 
1826. He is dead. The fruits of their marriage 
were three children, Abram, Delphina, arid Subrina. 
The two last named are dead. Also, Acl^ah's sec- 
ond husband, - — — Avery, died at Sheiburn, Vt. 

7 George Washington^ married Betsey K. Mc Far- 
land. The fruits of their marriage were nine child- 
ren, to wit : 

Henry, Clark, Prescott, Frederic, Maiy Ann, Moses, 
George, James H., and Adeline 1). 

Henry Wilbur, born March 9th, 1829, and mar- 
ried Hannah Jane Holmes, March 5th, 1856. The 
fruit of this marriage is one child, to wit : Laura J. 

Clark Wilbur, born March 20th, 1831, and mar- 
ried Mary Jane Cheney, October 2nd, 1854, and died 
May 2nd, 1878. The fruits of this marriage were 
four children, to wit : Ann, Mary, George, and Hattie. 
The two last are dead. ' 

Prescott Wilbur, born February 5th, 1833, and 
married Hannah P. Holmes, September 6th, 1861, 
and died June 3rd, 1865. The fruit of this marriage 
is one child, to wit: Jesse. 

Frederic Wilbur, born March 30th, 1835, and died 
August 13th, 185 1. 

Mary Ann Wilbur, born March 23rd, 1838, and 
married John Holmes, October 30th, 1855. The 
fruit of this marriage is one child, to wit : George W. 
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Moses Wilbur, born June 19th, 1841, and mar- 
ried Ksther K. Merrick, January 29th, 1866. The 
fruits of tiiis marriage were three children, to wit : 
Gertrude, Hatlie, and Mary. 

George Wilbur, born August 19th, 1843, and died 
November 5th, 185 1. 

James B. Wilbur, born January 24th, 1846, and 
married Paulina Wells, September 6th, 1870. The 
fruits of this marriage are three children, to wit : 
Abbie, Addie, and Carrie. 

Addie D. Wilbur, born September 24lh, 1849, and 
died April 14th, 1875. 

8 Wealthy^ married Ephraim W. Brown, August 
31st, 1831, and the fruits of their marriage were two 
children, to wit : Alvira, and Almira. 

9 Clarissa^ died unmarried. 

iQ Ddana^ married Seymour Heseltine, March 
15th, 1849, at Keene, N. H. The fruits of their mar- 
riage were three x;hildren, to wit: William and Caro- 
line. 'I'he name of the third 

10 
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GENEALOGY 



OF THE 



FULLER FAMILY, 



j History tells us that Sainufl Fuller, and lulward 

' Fuller and his wife, came to this country in the May- 

flower, and landed at Plymouth Rock in ti.e year 

; 1620. h is said that Edward Fuller is the ancestor 

j of the Fuller race that 1 am tracing. 

I The first Fuller of which 1 have any infoimaiion, 

1 from persons living, is Josiah Fuller who was born 

about eighty years after the landing of the Pilgrims, 

1 and about the year 1700 j and he marrit-d Mehitable 

Amesbury. The fruits of that marriage were five 
children, to wit : Mary, Oliver, Isabtl, Caleb and 
Noah. 

Josiah Fuller died in 1754, and his wife, Mehitable, 
died in March 1779. Josiah FtiUer is said to \yc of 
English descent. 

Said Noah Fuller, who was a doctor, was born 
March 28lh, 1739, and married Dorotha Hunt, in the 
year 1760. Dorotha Hunt was born January 17th, 
1743. The fruit of the last named marriage was one 
child, to wit : Josiah, who was born November 16th, 
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1 76 1. Said Dorotha Fuller died August i6ih, 1762, 
and her surviving husband, Noah Fuller, married 
Esther Ware for his second wife, in 1763. Esther 
Ware was born June loih, 1739. 

Noah Fuller died in March, 1809, and Esther Ful- 
ler died in May, 1809. The fruits of the marriage 
of Noah Fuller with Esther Ware, were nine children, 
to wit : 

Noah Fuller, born May. 28th, 1764. 

Robert *' ** Mar. 4th, 1766. 

Esther « »* Jan. 25th, 1768. 

Dorotha ** " Jan. 21st, 1770. 

Abigail " *' Feb. ist, 1772. 

Joshua *• " Feb. loth, 1774. 

Sibbil ** " Jiui. 15th, 1777. 

Joseph ** ** July 30th, 1779. 

Betty *• " Aug. lolh, 1783. 

Betty died July loth, 1797. Robert died 

Dorotha died Mar. 20th, 1861. » 

Josiah Fuller, the son of Noah and Dorotha Fuller, 
married Hannah Chamberlin, January 31st, 1785. 
Hannah Chamberlin was born Jtme aylh, 1768. I'he 
fruits of the last named marriage were nine children, 
to wit : 

Hannah Fuller, born Dec. 24ih, 1785. 

Josiah " '* Apr. 15111, 1787. 

Clara ^- *' Dec. 26th, 1788, 
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Nancy Fuller, born Nov. nth, 1790. 

Roxey " " May 6th, 1793. 

Eunice ** " Oct. — i79^>« 

John T. ** ** Oct. 31st,- 1798. 
And two others who died in infancy. 

Noah Fuller, Jr., married Olive Staples, February 
nth, 1790; and died January — 1847 ; and she was 
born Ma}' i4lh, 1766, and died April — 1850. The 
fruits of the last named marriage were six children, 
to wit : 

Noah Fuller, 3rd, 
^ \ Olive 

James M. ** 
Louisa " 
Milton ** 
George W." 

Robert Fuller married Rhoda French, October — 
1803 ; bhe was born in 1782 ; the fruits of their mar- 
riage were seven children, to wit : 
Rhoda Fuller, born Dec. 9th, 1804. 

Robert W. ** " 1806. 

Esther W. *' " 1808. 

Jacob T. " " r8o9. 

Josiah '* ** 181 1. 

Elizabeth *' not living. 

Mary ** 



born Nov. 


i8ih, 


1790. 


** June 


9th, 


1792. 


** Sept. 


9th, 


1794. 


" May 


3i^t, 


1796. 


" Jan. 


5th, 


1799. 


" April 


12 th, 


1803. 
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Esther Fuller was married to John FHnt, July 26th, 
1795 ; he was born June 9th, 1754. Esther, his wife, 
died February — 181 1. The fruits of their mivrriage 
were eight children, to wit : 

Esther Flint, born May 7th, 1796. 

Hannah ** " April 9th, 1798. 

Mary " " Feb, 25th, 1800. 

Sally »* " Nov. 23rd, 1801. 

John ** '* Apr. 2nd, 1804. 

Abigail *' " Apr. 7 th, 1806. 

Eunice " ** . Feb. 27th, 1808. 

Lucy " ** July 26th, 18 10. 

Abigail Fuller married Sherebiah Leach, May 15th, 
1796, and died in 1841 ; he was born October 25ih, 
177 1. The fruits of their marriage Nvere eii^ht child- 
ren, to wit : 

Caleb F. Leach, born Jan. ist, 1797 

Lindal ** ** Dec. 20th, 1797 

Lydia " " Oct. 22nd, 1799 

Leonard W. " " July 9th, 1801 

Benjamin " " Apr. 12th, 1803 

Frederic P, ** ** May 1 7th» i«o6 

Sibbil '^ '' 

Dorotha " 

Joshua Fuller married Mercy Felt, June 22nd, 
1801 ; she was born December 14th, 1776, and die<l 
December 17th, 1862. The f mi is of their marriage 
were six children, to wit : . 
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born Oct. 


6ih, 


1802. 


** Oct. 


S^h, 


1805. 


" Feb. 


2 I St, 


1809. 


" Sept. 


i6lh, 


1811. 


" Oct. 


25th, 


1815. 


" May 


8ih, 


1818. 



Betsey Fuller, 
Whitcomb '* 
Kmily 

Clarissa " 
Sarah J. *' 
Warren '* 

Joshua F\iller, the Lither of said children, died 
April 17th, 1849, ^t Waterville, Vermont. 

Sibbil Fuller married Stephen Britlon, June 2nd, 
1808, and died June i4ih, 1850 ; he was bom April 
21SI, 1765, and died January 23rd, 1877. 'I'he fruits 
of their marriage were three children, to wit : 
George F. Britton, born March 5th, 1809, and died 

January 301 h, 1865. 
Sibbil F. Britton, born July 14th, 1810^ and died Oc- 
tober 41 h, 1853. 
Kbenezer Britlon, born December lolh, 181 1. 

Joseph F'uller married Anna Knight, January 30th, 
1803, and died June — 1856; she was born January 
7th, 1780. The fruits of their marriage were nine- 
children, to wit ; 

Luther K. Fuller, bom May i»t> 1805. 

Betsey '* " July 23rd, 1807. 

Christopher O." ** July i6th, 1809. 

Washington " ** Nov. — 1812. 

Mary K. ** " Oct. 8th, 1815. 

Simon ** " 
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John Fuller, born 

Lucy K. ** " May 21st, 1820. 

Lydia ** ** Sept. 28th, 1823. 

I here trace the genealogy of the family of Joshua 
and xMercy Fuller. I'heir oldest child, Betsey, mar- 
ried William Wilbur, February 21st, 1826, at West- 
moreland, N. H., and immediately . removed to 
Waterville, Vermont. They were married by Wil- 
liam Brillon, Esquire. The fruits of this marriage 
were twelve children, to wit : 

Almina Jane, Seymour, Clarissa Maria, Sylvia Ann 
Kidder, Emily Ware, LaFayette, Elizabeth Stocker, 
Gratia Bragg, David, F21bridge, Ruth Ann, and Meri- 
bah Esther Hyde. 

The particulars of the genealogy of this family 
will be found in tracing the genealogy of the Wilbur 
family, which see. 

Whiicomb Fuller married Julia Sabin,January 4lh, 
1836. She was born October 25th, 1 8 14. The fruits 
of this marriage were f\\'fi children, to wit : 
Juliette M., born Oct. 25th, 1836. 

Ellen M., ** Aug. jyA, 1838. 

Arabelle D., *' Mar. nth, 1840. 

Jane L., *' Aug. i3ih, 1842. 

Henrietta S., " Jan. ist, 1846. 

Jtilia Fuller, their mother, died at Walpole, N. H., 
June 24th, 1875. 

V 
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Whitconib Fuller, their father, was drowned in 
Waterville, Vermont, July 23rd, 1847, while attempt- 
ing to cross the **Potter" mill pond, in company with 
Seymour Wilbur and Monroe Hatch, on a raft. The 
raft, on j^ccount of ihe heavy weight upon it, began 
to sink in deep water. The two latter persons swam 
to the shore, but Fuller, not being able to swim, was 
drowned before he could be rescued. William Wil- 
bur settled his estate, as his administrator. And in 
1848 the widow and family removed to the town of 
Walpole, N. H. 

The said Ellen M. Fuller married Chester J. Brit- 
ton, May 3rd, 1858, and married M. L. l^nsom for 
her second husband, August 26th, 1863. 

Aarabelle D. Fuller married William J. Webb, 
September i6th, 1873. He was born August 29th, 
1843. The fruits of their marriage are four children, 
to wit : 

George Fuller, born Sept. 9th, 1874. 

Grace Julia, " May 30th, 1876. 

Daisy Frances, ** Jan. 17th, 1878. 

Stella Henrietta, " Sc|K. sth, 1879; 

all born in Rockingham, Vermont. 

Emily Fuller married Rev. Abiah Kidder, Novem- 
ber — 1835 ; and the fruit of their marriage was one 
daughter, Sylvia Ann, born January 15th, 1841, and 
married Rev. J. H. Frank Varney, March — 1880. 
Her mother died April 8th, 1872. 
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Clarissa Fuller married Horace Fish, at Water- 
ville, Vermont. He was a merchant in said town for 

several years. He died in 1851. She married 

Jones for her second husband, and she subsequenily 
died. 

Sarah Jane Fuller married Kbcnczer Brilton, of 
Westmoreland, N. H., October lyih, 1842. The 
fruits of their marriage were two children, to wit : 
Octava, born Dec. 5th, 1844. 

Caroline H., bom October 12th, 1846, and died Au- 
gust 8th, 1848. 

Warren Fuller married Kmily Fisk Rowell, Decem- 
ber I St, 1842. She was born September 20th, 1822, 
and died June 25th, 1873. The fruits of their mar- 
riage were six children, to wit : 

Harriet Ann, born Nov. 30lh, 1843. 

Myron Hawley, " Feb. 12th, 1846. 

Joseph Warren, " April 6ih, 1848. 

Joseph Harris, " May 7th, 18491 

Clara Frances, " July 2Sth, 1853. 

Edward Rowell, « Nov. 17th, 1864. 

Said Myron Hawley t\iHe«iiurricd KmwaC. Hea- 
ton, April 28th, 187 1. He died February 15th, 1874. 

Clara Frances Fuller married Merrill T. Hamilton, 
August 22nd, 1873 ; she died March 6lh, 1876. 

Joseph Warren Fuller died April 15th, 1848. 

Harriet Ann Fuller died September 2nd, 1852. 

Joseph Harris Fuller died October 9th, 1870. 
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Warren Fuller married for his second wife Candace 
P.Waller, August 30th, 1875 ; she was born June 
2nd, 1835. 

I here trace the genealogy of the family of Shere.- 
biah and Abigail Leach, above named. I have no 
further information of their eldest son, Caleb F. 

Their second son, Lindal, married Eliza Gear. 
The fruit of this marriage is one child, to wit : Eliza. 
He married for his second wife Betsey Parker. The 
fruits of this marriage are two children, to wit: Hel- 
en, and Noah P. 

His two first wives are dead. He married for his 
third wife Clarissa Janes. The fruits of this marriage 
were four children, to wit : luiller, Janes, Esther, and 
Clarissa. 

The third child, Lydia, married John Burt. The 
fruits of this marriage were three children, to wit : 
John Marvin, Edwin, and Orisa. 

The fourth child, Leonard, married Harriet Ste- 
•vens, January 3rd, 1842. The fruits of this mar- 
riage were four children, to wit : Horatio N., born 
November 23rd, 1842, ChartesS. L., born April i2ih, 
1845, Hiram S. and Harriet M. (twins), born Feb- 
ruary ist, 1851. 

The fifth child, Benjamin, married Lydia McCalis- 
ter. The fruits of this marriage were six children, to 
wit : Louisa, Worcester, Parmerter, Abigail, Edna, 
and Orlin. 
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The sixth child, Frederic P., married Anna Ladd. 
The fruits of this marriage were two children, to wit : 
Jane, and Alpheus. 

The seventh child, Sibbil, married Eugene Brown. 
The fruits of this marriage were seven children, to 
\ wit : Alexander, Leonard, Catherine, Abigail, Charles, 

Nelson, and Nellie. 

The eighth child, l^orolha, married Welmarth 
Gear. 



I 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



¥ 



86 GENEALOGY — MORSE FAMILY. 



GENEALOGY 



OF THE 



MORSE FAMILY, 



The first Morse, of the race I am tracing, of which 
I have any information, is Samuel Morse, born in 
Knghmd in 1585, and immigrated to New England 
i" i^35> *^'^^t settled at Dedham, Mass., in 1637, and 
died at Medfield, Mass., April 5th, 1654 ; Daniel 
Morse, his son, was born in 1613, and died June 5th, 
1688. ])anicl Morse's son's name was Jonathan 
Morse, and was born in 1643, ^"^^ ^^^^^ August 30th, 
1727. Jonathan Morse's son's name was also Jona- 
than Morse, 2nd, and was born July nth, 1667. 
Paul Morse was the son of Jonathan Morse 2nd, and , 
was born February 14th, 1700, and died in 1760. 
Daniel Morse, the son of Paul Morse, was born July 
27th, 1735, ^"^ ^^^ ^^ 180S, HI UwdcHiill, Vermont. 
The last named Daniel Morse married Ruth Morse, 
January 25th, 1758. She died August ist, 181 r, at 
Underbill, Vermont. The fruits of their marriage 
were the following named children, to wit : Micah, 
Daniel, Paul, Mary, Joseph, Thomas, Levi, Sarah, 
Ruth, and Joel. 
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Daniel, the second child, was born July 28th, 1761, 
and married for his second wife Jane Grimes, and 
the fruits of this marriage were ten children, to wit : 
Prudence, born Sept. 19th, 1784, at Dublin, N. H. 
James, born Jan. 23rd, 1792, and died young. 
Daniel born April 9th, 1793. 

Abfgail, ** Mar. 21st, 1795. 

Levi, " May 22nd, 1797. 

May, " May 24th, 1799. 

John and Alpheus (twins), born Feb. 14th, 1804, at 

Hancock, N. H. 
Kzekicl Piige, born Dec. 22nd, 1807. 

James, " Sept. 24th, 1810, 

at Westford, Vermont. 

. The mother of said children died November 20th, 
1836, and their father died May 14th, 1837. 

Prudence, married Daniel Shepardson, and the 
fruits of that marriage were six children, to wit : 
Paron, Rosette, Nancy, Daniel, and two girls whose 
names I have not been able to obtain. 
Daniel, married Dilla Colgrove, November 3rd, 1816, 
and the fruits of this marriage were fi\*e children^ to 
wit: Dorman, Jerusha, Jane, Judson, and Silas, 

I have no further information about Abigail and 
May. 

John, married Sarah Chase of Westford, Vermont, 
September 7th, 1828, and died December i3lh, 
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1875, at Chicago, Illinois; his wife was born August 
5th, 1810, and died September 17th, 1871, at Elgin, 
Illinois. The fruits of that marriage were three 
children, to wit : 
Francis Wayland,born June 22nd, 1836, atWestford, 

Vermont. 
Harriet Ellen, born May ist, 1840, at Wcstford, Vt. 
Sarah, born December 22nd, 1845, ^^ Hakersfield, Vt. 
Harriet Ellen married Franc B. Wilkie, ^Lay 4th, 

1857, and they have one son whose name is John. 
Sarah married Zolmon Gilbert, September 7th, 

1865, and they have one son whose name is James. 
Francis Wayland married Vandalia Phillips, 

1858, at Elgin, Illinois, and they had one son whose 
name is Charles. 

Francis Wayland enlisted into the (26ih Iowa infan- 
try), military service of the United States, during the 
Rebellion of 186 1, and died in said service, near 
Vicksburgh, Mississippi, February loth, 1862. 

Alpheus, married Caroline Ives, for his first wife, 

March 1827, and the fruits of that marriage 

were two children, 10 wit : Owight, and Evaline. 
Their moilier died, and their father married for his 
second wife Permelia Shepard. 

Ezekiel Page, married Rachel Kimpton, August 
29th, 1832, and died in Iowa, August i2ih, 1854; 
their children were Sarah, Albert, James, and Alpheus. 
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James, married Urana Knowles, December 5th, 
1831 ; and she died November i8ih, 1866. The fruits 
of saiil marringe were three children, to wit : 
Sarah Lorain, born Feb. 20th, 1834. 

Knowles, ** Mar. 3rd, 1838, 

and died March i2(h, 1840. 
Arthur Knowles, ** Jan. i8th, 1848. 

Sarah Lorain married Vinson Varney, April nth, 
1864. 

Arthur Knowles, married Kllen F.lizabeih Warner, 
October 20th, 1869, ^^^^ ^^^ ^'*"*t of that marriage 
is one child whose name is Abbie Urania. 

Joseph Morse, cousin of Calvin Morse, had three 
children, to wit : Zina Lyman, Almeda, and Lawson. 

Levi Morse, who was born May 22nd, 1797 (the 
son of the above mentioned Daniel and Ruth Morse,) 
married Sally Grimes. The fruits of this marriage 
were seven children, to wit : Sally, born August 29th, 

1800 ; Ruth, born February 7th, 1802, and died 

1863 ; she married Riley Thompson, by whom she 
had two children, to wit ; James and Harvey. James 
is dead. Calvin, born Jannarj^ 7th^ 1S04, at Dublin, 

N. H.; Ira, born about i8o6, and died about 

1868, at San Francisco, California ; Levi, born April 
21st, 181 2, and married. The fruit of this marriage 
was one daughter, Mary ; James Anderson, born — 

1814 ; Clark, born about 181 6, and was drowned 

in Missouri river, near St. Louis. 
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Calvin was the eldest son of said Levi and Sally 
Morse, and was married January 14th, 1830. A full 
statement of his famil}' is given in tracing the gene- 
alogy of the Meads, which see. Levi Morse removed 
from Dublin, N. H., to Underbill, Vermont, about 
the year 1805, with his family; his son Calvin, when 
fourteen years of age, went to live with Caleb SheU 
don, at North Underbill, under an agreement to have 
one hundred dollars when he should arrive at the age 
of twenty -one. When he became of age, Sheldon 
sold him a hundred acres of land, where what is 
called "the back sugar place" is, for one hundred and 
seventy-five dollars. Calvin applied the hundred 
dollars that Sheldon was to let him have, in part 
payment for the land. 'I'hcn he went to live with 
and take care of Derrick Karner and his wife, then 
living in that neighborhood, and was' to have Kar- 
ner*s property, consisting of sixty acres of land, and 
some personal property, for maintaining Karner and 
his wife during their lives. This obligation he ful- 
filled and had Uieir property. Calvin Morse, as he 
procured the medns, 9idd«d to the land, that he had 
of Karner, and to what he purchased of Sheldon, till 
his farm contained four hundred acres of land. 

In the year 1873, he having become feeble in 
health, by reason of hard work and advanced age, 
sold his farm and personal property to his son, Julius 
Galen Morse, and gave each of his six children fifr 
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leen hundred dollars — retiiining the balance of his 
property for himself and wife. He, soon after, removed 
to Jericho (Corner), where he lived till he died, on 
the nth day of September, 1880. At the lime he 
died, his daughter Lavinia C. Moore, and her hus- 
band, who resided Iowa, wore on a visit to Vermont, 
and present at his death ; and all his children were 
present at his funeral. 

Rev. Edwin Wheeli ck who was a \on^ time the 
pastor of Mr. Morse, wrote and published in the 
Citizen, a paper printed at Morrisville, Vermont, the 
y following, to wit : 

. ! Calvin Morse, who die<l in Jericho September i ith, 

I 1880, was an excellent type of our New England 

character, liorn in Dublin, N. H., in 1804, in com- 
parative poverty and coming to Underbill in early 
boyhood, he finished a prosperous and useful life at 
the age of 76 years. His health was never firm, but 
he accumulated from one of our rocky farms an am- 
ple estate. His days were put to use by method and 
careful industry. In this way the years of his life 
were crowned with success and honor. Society 
found in him a constant and reliable benefactor, and 
his family of eight childreii Mwitc in themselves the 
virtues of the father, and it is a delight to them to 
walk in the way that his habits have made plain for 
them. Affection and a good life have joined his fam- 
ily from the first until now in a close and happy 
friendship which grows dearer as their circle enlarges 
into the third generation. The faithful man goes 
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radiently clown into the future to guide others in 
right ways. 

And on Calvin Morse's death Mrs. Hallie Palmer 
composed the following lines, viz : 

Go to thy rest, Life's toilsome day is o'er, 
And angels met thee on thy homeward way. 

Thy journey ended on that brighter shore, 
15e thine the rest of that eternal day. 

Go to thy rest ; at eve from l^bor cease : 

Rest on thy sheaves, thy harvest work is done. 

Though hard the conflict, yet the end is peace ; 
Go to thy rest, with thee the fight is won. 

We mourn to-day, a stricken band we meet, 
As one by one they're passing on before ; 

Tho' sad the parting, rapturous and sweet 
Will be the greeting on the heavenly shore. 

Then rest thee, loved one, tho' our tears must flow. 
No more thou'it waken from thy slumbers deep. 

So help us. Lord, thy will to do and know. 
That thus thou wilt give us thy beloved sleep. 
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GENEALOGY 



or THE 



MEAD FAMILY, 



The first Mead, in ihe ascending line, of which I 
have any information is Zebulon Mead and he lived 
in Ruthmd, Vermont. He married Mercy Carey. 
The names of their children were, to wit : Zebulon, 
Henry, Cary, Martin^ Seth, Zerah, Patty, Phebe, 
Mercy, Chloe, and Abbie. 

Martin Mead, above named, was born March 17th, 
1767, and was married to Freelove Wright, Novem- 
ber i2lh, 1796, at Rutland, Vermont, by Rev. S. 
Haines. Freelove Wright was born October 28ih, 
1774, and died November 24th, 1858 ; and her hus- 
band died May 6th, 1850, at Underbill, Vermont. 
Martin and Freelove Mead settled in Piltsford, Ver- 
mont, and removed, in tlic year 1807, to Underbill. 
The fruits of their marriage were ten children, five 
sons and five daughters, to wit : 

I. Zebulon, born May 3rd, 1798, and married 
Delia Bicknell, in Underhill, December 25th, 1818, 
by E. Hubbell. Zebulon died June 15th, 1866. The 

fruits of the last named marriage were ten children, ? 

% 
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to wit : George Dorman, Lawson Wesley, John Slrat- 
ton, Sarah, Zebulon, Chloe, Amanda, Andrew Jack- 
son, Mary Jane, and Lyman Hoyt. 

2. Lucy, born March 14th, 1800, and married 
William Larabee, in Underhill, October 12th, 18 19. 
She died December 24th, 1866, The fruits of the 
last nanted marriage were ten children, to wit : Will- 
iam Hoyt, Maria, Nathaniel, Martin, Seneca, Melissa 
Lovisa, George, Frank, Lamont, and Harriet. 

3. Martin, born August 24th, 1802, and was mar- 
ried to Mehitable Packard, May 24th, 1827, by Rev. 
Luther P. Blodgett, in Jericho. The fruits of that 
marriage were four children, to wit : Willard Preslon, 
Henry Martin, Cyrus Packard, and Clarissa Mehita- 
ble. The wife of Martin Mead, and the mother of 
said chUdren, died June 17th, 1845; and Martin 
Mead married for his second wife, Caroline Rogers^ 
in Essex, Vermont, October 4th, 1853, by Rev. J. 
Sands. The fruit of that marriage was one son, 
Chiarles Wright, born March 20th, 186 1. 

a. Willard Preston, born February 15 th, 1826, 
and parried Julia Morrill i<Pt his first wife. He 
married for his second wife Helena Hawkins. 

b. Henry Martin, born October 12th, 1829, and 
married Mary Lum. 

c. Cyrus Packard, born July 26th, 1837, and mac- 
ried Emma Draper and died March 4th, 1874, and 
his wife died July 25lh, 1866. 
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d. Clarissa Mebitable, born September 251!), 1839, 
and married Asahel Bailey. 

4. Chloe, born August 12th, 1804, and was mar- 
ried in Underbill, July 22nd, 1826, to Jonah S. Pal- 
mer. Her husband died Apiil 14th, 1871, and she 
died May 20th, 1869. The fruits of the last named 
marriage were six children, to wit : Martha Melissa, 
Sarah Ann, Freelove Wright, Simeon Mead, Corne- 
lius Solomon, and Caroline Mead. 

a. Martha Melissa, born May 8lh, 1826, and mar- 
ried Edwin Woods, May loth, 1845. 

b. Sarah Ann, born July r4lh, 1828, and married 
Franklin Chapin, November 25th, 1852. 

c. Freelove Wright, born November 28th, 1834, 
and married Rollin Smith, February i6th, 1853, 

d. Simeon Me;\d, born April 21st, 1840, and njar- 
ried Haltie L. Tyler, June 25th, 1863. 

e. Cornelius Solomon, born Nov. 2nd, 1844, and 
married Annie Rogene Fassett, October 30th, 1870. 

/. Caroline Mead, born August 4lh, 1846, and 
married Silas Smith, November 29th, 1866. 
, 5. Mercy, born in i*itt^rd> Vermont, January 
nth, 1807, and was married at Underbill to Calvin 
Morse, January 14th, 1830, by Rev. Phineas Kinsley. 
The fruits of said marriage were eight children, two 
boys ami six girls, to wit: Sarah Freelove, born 
Aiigust 24th, 1830 ; Lavinia Caroline, born April 
30th, 1832; Lucy Ann, born March 4th, 1834; 
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Julia Ellen and Julius Galen (twins), born June 20th, 
1837 ; Mercy Jane, born May 12th, 1840; Chloe 
Mead, born April 18th, 1843 J '^^^ ^^^ Calvin, born 
April nth, 1848. 

a. Sarah Freclove was married November 13th, 
185 1, to James Hayden, by Rev. L. A. Dunn. James 
Hayden is a farmer and carpenter and joiner, and 

. now resides in Jericho, Vermont. The fruits of the 
last named marriage were three children, to wit : 
Joel Calvin, born August 4th, 1854, and died May 
8th, 1856; Chauncey Hoyt, born March 31st, 1857; 
and Mary Elizabeth, born March 12th, i860. 

b. Lavinia Caroline was married March ist, 1854, 
to Alfred L. Moore, by Rev. Samuel Marsh. Alfred 
L, Moore is a brickmaker and broker, and resides in 
Newton, Jasper County, Iowa. The fruits of this 
marriage are three children, to wit ; Mary Mercy, 
born May 22nd, 1856 ; Lois Adel, born April 2nd, 
1859 ; and Marcia Bill, born February 22nd, 1863, 
and died April 26th, 1881. Mary Mercy married 
James Hawk, and Lois Adel married John Holmes, 

c. Julia Ellen was married Atignst «8th, t86i, to 
William Farwell Moulton, by Rev. Edwin Whcelock. 
William Farwell Moulton is a cooper, and dealer in 
water pipe, eave troughs, etc., and resides in Jericho, 
Vermont. The fruits of this marriage were three 
children, to wit: Mary Ellen, born June 29th, 1862; 
Lyn Darius, born February 26th, 1872 ; and Ciirl 
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H., born October 4th, 1874, and died October i2tli, 
1878. 

d. Julius Galen was married October nth, 1863, 
to Mary E. Tyler, by Rev. Edwin Wheelock. Julius 
Galen Morse is a farmer and resides on his father's 
old homestead and farm, in Underbill, Vermont. 
The fruits of this marriage are three children, to wit : 
Ira Eugene, born January 29th, 1865 ; Lucy Ann, 
born April 7th, 1874; and Emma Susie, born 
November 9th, 1876. 

e. Mercy Jane was married January 9th, 1861, 
to LaFayette Wilbur, by Rev. Simeon Parmalee. 
LaFayelte Wilbur is a lawyer, and resides in Jericho, 
Vermont. The fruits of this marriage were, Gratia, 
born May 20th, 1864, and died June 4th, 1864 ; Earl 
Morse, born April 26th, 1866 ; Ralph William, born 
March 30th, 1869. 

A fuller statement of this family will be found in 
the genealogy of the Wilbur family, which see. 

/.• Chloe Mead was married December 31st, 1863, 
to Truman D. Powell, by Rev. Edwin Wheelock. 
Truman D. Powell is a farmer^ and resides in Cam- 
bridge, Vermont. The fruits of this marriage are 
two children, to wit : Clarence Clark, born Novem- 
ber 19th, 1869 ; and Martin Morse, born July 3rd, 
1876. 

g, Ira Calvin was married November 1st, 1870, 
to Orpha Sophia Williams, by Rev. l^avid Council, 
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at Troy, Vermont. Ira Calvin Morse is a farmer, 
and lives in Jericho, Vermont. 

Calvin Morse, the husband of Mercy Morse, died 
at Jericho, September nth, 1880. A fuller account 
of his life and death will be found in tracing the 
genealogy of the Morses, which see. 

6. Seth Wright, born February 21st, 1810, and " 
was married to Electa Jane Day, J)ecember 29th, 
1836, by Rev. S. Kingsbury. The fruits of this 
marriage were four children, to wit : 

a, Lucy Jane, born November 27th, 1837, and 
married Cyrus Prior, June 12th, 1856. 

/>. Mary Lucretia, born March nth, 1839, and 
died March 2nd, 1842. 

c. Kmma Lucretia, born September 13th, 1844, 
and married Darwin G. French, November 2nd, 1869. 

d. Henry James, born April 13th, 1848, and mar- 
ried Mary Eliza Fuller, December 6th, 1871. 

7. Melissa Louisa, born April 19th, 1812, and 
was married to Cyrus Packard, February 9th, 1837. 
The fruits of this marriage are six children, to wit : 

a. Martin Henry, born June 3rd, 1838, and iHar- 
ried Lucinda L. Lee, November i8th, 1869, ^"^ she 

T 

died j and he married for his second wife Sarah E. 
Brown, August 21st, 1879. 

b. Ellen Irene, born March 13th, 1840, and mar- 
ried Martin V. VVillard, August 29th, 1861. 

c. Harrison Willard, born March 23rd, 1845, ^"^ 
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married Sarah Clara Ransom, November i6lh, 1879. 

(Z, Seth Mead, born August 17th, 1847, and mar- 
ried Melissa M. Allen, February 28lh, 1869. 

e, Hattie Caroline, born November 8lh, 1849, 
and married Osman O. Siimson for her first husband ; 
and for her second husband she married George F. 
Wright. 

/. George Byron, born May 8th, 1852, and is now 
a practicing physician in Hartford, Connecticut. 

Cyrus Packard, the father of said children, and 
husband of Melissa Lovisa, was born May 2oih, 1810, 
and died July 25th, 1870. 

8. Caroline, born June i6th, 181 5, and was mar- 
ried to Samuel Mason Wells, October 13th, 1837, by 
Rev. S. Kingsbury. The fruits of this marriage 
were three children, to wit: John, Euseba, and 
Horace. 

9. Simeon McKenzie, born November 27th, 1817, 
and married Sarah Lane, March 30th, 1843, ^V ^^v. 
S. Bicknell. The fruits of this marriage are four 
children, to wit : 

a. Orrilla Louisa, bom February 12th, 1844, and 
married Frank Heman Liscom, March 22nd, 1866. 

b. Cyrus Martin, born August nth, 1847, and 
married Jennie Percival, November 13th, 1870. 

c. Delbert McKenzie, born September 20th, 1849, 
and married Josephene Maria Tupper, April 29th, 

'875. : • ; 
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d, Edna Melissa, born May i ith, 1855, and mar- 
ried William Burnett, February 9th, 1880. 

10. Henry Cary, born August lolh, 1820, and 
was married to Jane Ann Humphrey, February 17th, 
1850, by Rev. A. Bingham, in Charlotte, Vermont 
The fruits of this marriage arc three children, to wit : 
Ida, Wright, and Seymour, 
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PART II. 



LaFayetle Wilbur, in addition to tending faith- 
fully to his professional labors, took a deep interest 
in the cause of temperance, and in the subject of edu- 
cation, and prepared and delivered several address- 
es on those and other subjects, a few of which are 
here given. 
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TEMPERANCE ADDRESS. 

DELIVEKED AT THE GOOD TEMPLARS* UNION Al 
HINESBUROH, VT., AUGUST 28th, 1 873. 

THE DUTY OF THE HOUR. 

Work in the temperance cause is very much like 
work in any other good cause. Active, earnest work 
means something and accomplishes much. Desira- 
ble results will not he reached by inactivity and 
coldness. In the cause of tern iterance especially, every 
well-wisher of the cause must ever be on the alert to 
raise the fallen, and to prevent others from falling, 
and, especially, to cast iheir influence around the 
young, and teach and lead them, to set their whole 
being against the use, and sale, of intoxicating liquors. 
They must put their whole heart in the work. The 
world's greatest hopL*s to succeed in great improve- 
ments, and in reform, are centered in the young. Let 
the young of our land, grow up, sober and temperate 
men and women, and it will be but a few years before 
you have a complete temperance reform. 

The downward course of men from, the use of rum, 
is so frequent, the calaimtks reswWng to individuals 
from the use of intoxicating drinks are so common 
and wide spread, the people do not realize the miseries, 
the degredations, and the social depravity, arising from 
its use. Its withering, blighting and deadening effects, 
not only ruins the person using it, but it permeates the 
entire comriTuniiy. If people would stay the march of 
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intemperance, if they would build up good society 
and good morals, if they would have the religion of 
Jesus Christ pervade the masses, community must be 
cleansed from rum and its influence. The effects of 
rum and every thing that intoxicates are at war with 
good morals and the christian religion. Let the 
American people awake from their slumbers. Let 
them not dream away these years of opportunity, to 
banish intemperance from our land, until we become 
a nation of drunkards. 

In the spring of 1873 the vessel ** Atlantic" was 
stranded near Nova Scotia, and sank, with its passen- 
gers (a few hundred of men, women and children) in 
that awful moment to their watery graves, and the 
news of that terrible loss of life spread through the 
country as with lightning speed. O what a wail went 
up from hearts, all over this land, at the appall 
ing results of such a disaster 1 And what a fear- 
ful scene it was I It is the desire of every heart, that 
a like scene should never be repeated. And what 
would you not do to avert it ? But pau^e : it is esti- 
mated that there arc m <wir land over 80,000 persons 
that fall, and fill worse than watery graves every year, 
from the use of intoxicating drinks. And beyond that, 
the hardships, miseries, and the anguish, of the men, 
women and children of our land, never can be fully 
told. 

This is no fancy picture — it is a living reality. 
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This being so, let us strike at the root of the evils of 
rum making, rum selling, and rum drinking. The 
idea conveyed by the words, *'strike at the root", must 
be the basis of all successful, temperance movement. 
If you had a poisonous tree in your yard, that endan- 
gered the health and the life of your family, you 
would not commence to kill, or remove it, by clipping 
the ends of a few of its branches and still let the tree 
grow. No ; you would strike at the root, kill the tree 
and remove it, root, trunk and branch, as soon as pos- 
sible. You would thus proceed, to save time, health 
and life, in the removal of the dangerous tree. 

If you would destroy the thorn and the thistle, and 
the great army of noxious weeds, that infest your 
yards and farms, you would strike at their roots, and 
you would most surely sever the connection between 
them and the mother earth, from which they gain 
their sustenance, and obtain their growth. And so 
it should be with our dealing with the great intem- 
perance army ; that army is wary and powerful ; its 
influence pervades every township and village ; its 
operations are secret, to a great extent ; through its 
subtle influence and power, it captivates and captures, 
the boys, and the young men of our land; and in our 
homes it fosters idleness, indolence, crime, and cor- 
rupts the morals of the people, in a thousand ways. 

It binds the rank and file of that army in chains, 
worse than the chains of African Slavery. Its influ- 



Digitized by 



Googlq 



Digitized by 



Google 



b TEMPERANCE ADDRESS. 

ence makes the rich miserable, the poor poorer, and 
more wretched. That army leaves none of it> opp o- 
nents' weak points untried ; and is active in blasting 
the high hopes of the young, and the prosperous ; it 
invades our homes and families, and makes them 
wretched ; it separates husband and wife, who, with- 
out its intrusion, would have remained prosperous 
and happy ; it has no words of cheer and encourage- 
ment for him who is striving to advance intellectually, 
and morally ; nor does it revere God. 

To stop the ravages of this army, something more 
must be done, beside seizing and spilling a barrel. of 
rnm here, and a barrel of rum there. While you are 
spilling five barrels of the detestable article, a hundred 
are manufactured in the state, and a hundred more 
are transported into from without the state. While 
the intemperance army are losing, by the authority of 
law, by the running out of a few small brooks, it is 
supplied by many mighty rivers. If a few, can be 
deterred from selling, buying, or drinking, their great- 
est enemy, by the loss, or fear of loss, of a few dol- 
lars, it is well ; but the radicHl cure is in cutting o^ 
accessions to this army, and in winning its customers 
over to the temperance cause — inducing them to join 
the temperance army, and become co-workers against 
the great iniquity of rum making, and manufacturing, 
rum selling, and rum drinking. I use the word mak- 
ing here in a different sense than I would the word 
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manufacturing. Intoxicating drinks arc actually 
made, without being distilled, and without using grain 
at all, (just as I suppose lies are made without any 
intermixture of truih) — absolutely made with arsenic 
and other poisons, and fixed up for the taste, and 
sent out into community for the intemperate army to 
drink, and die under its effects ; and it is just such an 
article as is made and sold all through the country, 
and which is poisoning thousands, and tens of thous- 
ands, by degrees. . This intemperate army, that is 
* using this vile article, would quickly vanish through 

; its use, were it not ihe fact that it gets accessions 
from community, and es|>ecially, from the young and 

; unwary. 

■ i'he young should be educated and trained to set 

their faces like flint, (so to speak), against the traffic 
in, and the use of, intoxicating drink. The rising 
generation should see that no backward steps are 
taken in the temperance held; and temperance people, 
and temperance organizations, especially, are to be 
watchful, and prevent any young man from crossing 
the lines over into the intemperate army. Now is a 
favorable time to circumscribe the rum traffic, and 
prevent additions to its devotees. 

The time has been when ministers, lawyers, doc- 
tors, merchants, farmers, and all, through, the entire 
j- country, drank, more or less, intoxicating liquors with- 
, out its being considered a sin, or a detriment to 
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their influence or business. But perhaps it was when 
it was drank in lesser quantities. And at any rate, 
when liquors were of a vastly better quality, and con- 
sequently the ruin of the people was slower, than at 
this time, and its evils, therefore, were not so distinctly 
seen. Then, by the use of a pure quality of liquor, 
the deadening of the powers of the body and mind, 
and the blunting of the moral sensibilities, were slow- 
er, but now its blighting and withering effects are so 
quick, and the miseries and agonies, resulting from 
its use, are so marked and keen, that no one ought to 
be deceived. Now that such results are wrought by 
rum drinking, it is a favorable time to revolutionize 
the country in respect to the traffic in intoxicating 
liquors. The power and influence of temperance 
people, and temperance organizations, should be, es- 
pecially, exerted among the young — among those 
who soon will be the middle aged, and the fathers and 
mothers. 

One of the strongest things to overcome is the 
habit or custom of society. But all of such customs, 
the tendency of which are lo make drinkers and 
drunkards, are to be abantloned, and better customs 
take their place. The practice of taking a social 
glass with neighbors and friends, should be aband- 
oned for the sa:me reason that I would have the hea- 
then woman abandon the practice of casting her 
children into the river Ganges, to save life. 
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On principle, you have no more right to persuade, 
and invite, a youth to drink a glass of liquor, than 
you have to take him to a house of ill fame. To in- 
vite a friend to a social gathering, and induce him to 
drink an article that will intoxicate, lower, and dis- 
honor him, is like inviting a person into your house 
on pretense of friendship, and then robbing him. 
You may say these are strong cases, but you will see 
the principle involved is the same. You know if you 
give, or sell a young man liquor, and get him drunk, 
it is an injury to his health, and a dishonor and 
shame to you both. But suppose your dose is a 
milder one, and it fails to get him down, you have 
given him a lighter drink, and fixed it up and made 
it palatable, and the wrong done to him is scarcely 
less ; you are aiding in forming his appetite, for its 
more frequent use, so that, by and by, you and rum 
will have bound and ruined him. 

Then young men, I say, break loose from all cus- 
toms and habits of society, the tendency of which 
will cause you to form the habit of intemperance, or 
that will lead you to induce others to partake of the 
intoxicating cup. Indeed, by your habits and prac- 
tice, help form society on a temperance basis. By 
such resolutions and practices, and firmly adhering 
to them, you will become a better and stronger man, 
socially, and morally, and honored by all good and 
intelligent men and women. ^ 
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There are many duties, at this time, for all to do, 
in helping on temperance movements. During the 
past few years, the temperance waters have been 
stirred. Reformatory movements, in several parts of 
the state and country, have commenced, and are 
moving forward. People see that rum must be put 
down, and the rum traffic out lawed, (so to speak), 
or the people must go down, socially, morally, politi- 
cally, and religiously. Now this temperance move- 
ment, that has been so auspiciously commenced, 
should be cherished, and encouraged ; the fire that 
has been kindled, and is burning, with such good 
effect, should be fanned into a great flame ; and let 
it continue to burn, till society and community shall 
be rid of rum, and till there shall be a healthy, and 
strong, temperance, public sentiment established. 

It is your duty, and mine, to give no encourage- 
ment to rum drinking and rum selling. We have op- 
portunity every day of our lives to discourage the rum 
traffic. When, your associate asks you to drink a 
glass of liquor with him, you have an opportunity, to 
say a word for the ca«se of temperance ; it can be a 
word fitly spoken. He will take it kindly from you, 
his friend. In one or two short sentences, bring to his 
mind the evils of rum drinking. Bring to his mind 
how the old, confirmed drunkard, (that you may 
I point out to him), was once apparentl}' on the high 

I road to prosj^erity, who has now lost, both property, 
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I and character, by the use of rum. Call his attention 

to that family, that he, and you both know, that are 
eking out a suffering existence, for the want of suffi- 
cient clothing, shelter, and food, because, the man 
whose duty it is to care for that family, will waste his 
time and money in drinking ; point out to him that 
father who is cruelly treating, and bringing misery and 
shame, to his wife and children through the use of 
rum. By so doing, you will make an impression on 
his mind, that will last as long as life ; you will have 
saved him, and made yourself better. Opportuni- 
ties are frequent when something can be done for the 
cause of temperance ; leach temperance by precept, 
} and by example, in the shop, and on the farm. Tem- 

perance people should have the preference, other 
things being equal ; and that preference should be 
shown, and acted upon, on all proper occasions. This 
will not be building up any sect, or clan, nor foster- " 

ing bigotry, or selfishness ; it is simply encouraging 
all to live soberly, and uprightly ; it is putting a pre- 
mium upon good character, and good habits, and 
holding at a discount immoratitv and drunkenness. 

There should be an entire breaking off intempet-ftle 

habits, and a bonafide putting away the intoxicating 

bowl. To abstain from the use of intoxicating drinks, 

^ except occasionally, or once in a while, and when 

> you don't feel very well, or when you have some par- 

i ticular friend nho is in the habit of indulging occa- 
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sionally, comes to see you, will not do. The use of it 
must be entirely discontinued as a beverage ;.no other 
course is safe ; and no other practice will teach tem- 
perance, or benefit the temperance cause. 

Some will say, there are some men that are past 
middle age, and have been in the habit, so far through 
life, of having their rum diaily, and such a man cannot 
leave off its use. Now thousands of the aged who 
have been accustomed to the use of liquor, have left 
off its use, and become, sober, temperate men, and 
were benefited by the change ; and the instances are 
exceedingly rare, where a man will hot be benefited 
. by discontinuing the use of intoxicating liquors. 

If there is a man that must have it, to live, it 
should be of the best quality, and not that which is 
made, in a few moments of time, from vitriol and ar- 
senic, or other poisons ; and such as is sold and drank 
through the country. 

Parents and teachers generally, must put forth a , 
strong effort to make the youth of our land, living, 
temperance men and women ; so that rum sellers will 
have no customers, and abandon the rum traffic as 
unprofitable and disgraceful. 

I do not abandon the prohibitory liquor law ; for 
it is a great aid in restraining the flow of rum ; but 
forward, behind, and around the law, must be living, 
temperance men and women. There must be a strong 
temperance, public sentiment, and sufficient to make ,, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC * 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TEMPERANCE ADDRESS. ' 13 

rum drinking, and selling, low, disgraceful business. 
You popularize liquor drinking, and rum selling will 
increase ; but if the popular mind stigmatize rum ^ 
drinking, and rum selling, as a crime, and as a wicked, 
disgraceful business, it will wane. 

One way to popularize the temperance movement, 
is to fill your town, county, and state offices, posi- 
tions of honor and trust, with temperance men, — men 
whose influence is for, and not against, the cause. 
How do boys and young men look at this matter ? 
They are told that the now young men, will soon fill 
the positions of honor and trust in society, that 
are now filled by their fathers. Now if they look 
around them, and see that such positions are occu- 
pied by those who are in daily use of intoxicating 
drinks, and favoring the rum traffic, it is a fact and 
an argument, operating strongly upon their mind, 
when they come to determine for themselves, the 
course of action they will pursue. , 

I would not advise party action, independent of the 
political parties, that do not make temperance the 
main plank in their platform ; but I would mould the 
existing organizations, so that temperance sentiment 
shall pel vade their ranks. And this can be done by 
active and vigalent temperance men. Drones and pass- 
ive men, never did much good, or effected any change 
any where ; and they are not likely to hereafter. If 
you desire to see the rum traffic go down, treated and 
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regarded as an unpopular business ; if you would save 
the rising generation from bowing to the rum traffic, 
and joining the army of king alcohol, if you desire that, 
sober, and upright men, shall fill the places of profit, 
honor and trust, and such as lay in the gift of ihe peo- 
ple, you must be active and discrete in the manage- 
ment of political organization. Commence where 
political maneuvering commences, at the primary 
meetings. Behind your elections are your conven- 
tions ; behind the conventions, are the caucuses ; and 
back of all of those are active, planning, and thinking 
men and women. 

See to it that our primary meetings are well at- 
tended by temperance men. Do not let frivolous 
excuses keep you at home, and let rum run your pri- 
mary meetings. Choose such-delegates, to your nomi- 
nating conventions, as will select men that will cast 
their influence, as well as their vote, against liquor 
selling, and liquor drinking. 

Would that we had the vote of the ladies, as well 
as their influence, in choosing persons to fill the 
offices, and in sustaining temperance measures. If 
we had the benefit of their vote, temperance measures 
and plans would not so often fail for the want of sup- 
port. When they shall ask for the ballot, as a class, it 
will be given. It has but to be demanded in earnest, 
to be granted. I would not cut off the rights, and privi- 
leges of any sect, or class, but throw the doors wide 
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open, and invile all, when of sufficient age, to lend 
their influence, and cast their vote, against liquor 
drinking, and the liquor traffic ; and, especially, to 
taste not, and handle not, the unclean thiTjg. 

REASONS FOR ADVOCATING AND PRACTICING . 
TEMPERANCE. 

There are two leading reasons why every individ- 
ual should advocate temperance. One is personal to 
the individual, and the other for a more disinterested, 
and Catholic reason, the well being of society, and 
the world. Although the first is one that concerns the 
individual personally, and having reference to the 
well being of body and mind, and in one sense self- 
ish ; nevertheless, it is the highest duty, every one 
has enjoined upon them, to care for the well-being of 
the body, and mind — a duty enjoined by scripture, 
and dictated by common sense. It is the duty of every 
person to preserve their health, and to abstain from 
all practices, and habits, the tendency of which shall 
be to ruin it. Who, by common observation, does not 
know, that the use of alcoholic drinks, destroys the 
nervous system ; and that a long continued use of it, 
destroys the powers of body, and mind, to perform 
arduous labor ? Have not many instances come under 
your, own observation, demonstrating to you the 
power of strong drink to shatter the constitution, and 
break down the man, in body and mind ? Cannnot 
you bring to mind many instances in your owa^icin- , t, 
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ity, where a man, perhaps, in his younger days, and 
former years, was steady of nerve, strong of body and 
mind, and exemplary in habit, that after a long and 
continued use of alcoholic drink, his habits and de- 
portment have become unworthy to be followed ; 
whose hands, and limbs, tremble and shake ; and who 
has become, totally, unfit for any business, trust, or 
confidence, through its use. 

Any man that has been in the continued use of 
strong drink for a long time, and has depended upon 
it, to keep up to a working trim, without it, feels lost, 
and performs his work, whether it be manual, or men- 
tal, with hesitation ; and has in fact, got into a 
condition, that a jug of rum is just as necessary 
by his side, and from which he can get frequent in- 
spiration, as the ink and inkstand are to the person 
writing ; he must have a continuous supply. If such 
a person has a strong constitution, he will run, for a 
time, sucessfully, seemingly, and by his influence, and 
example, lead and persuade many into the same, or 
worse condition ; and will continue his own ruinous 
course, till at last, his own constitution fails, through 
the effects of lum, and he fills a drunkard's grave — 
not a desirable place to fill. 

To a large class, the use of strong drink, results in 
pecuniary ruin. One of this class, may for a short 
time, while making a free use of rum for drinking 
purposes, be successful in business, but the continued 
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drain upon his means to supply himself, and his com- 
panions, with stron<; drinks, will begin to make an 
inroad upon his capital ; and his business habits will 
become changed for the worse, from its effects ; 
through neglect of business, brought on, and contin- 
ued, by intemperate habits, and the influence of in- 
temperate companions, losses occur, and he ultimately 
becomes unfit to lend to business at all ; he becomes 
insolvent, and a bankrupt ; he has become a poor 
man. The result, of his course, has been to destroy 
himself ; to rob his family of a good home ; to make 
himself and family wretched ; and all can be justly 
charged to the use of alcoholic drinks. Is there not 
more than one such case in your recollection, in your 
circle of acquaniance ? No doubt many of you can 
count scores of ihem. 

The effect, of a continued use of alcoholic drinks 
upon the habits, and moral standing of the person, 
is for the worse; it drys up the better impulses of a 
person's nature. It has been said by some, and you 
hear the expression often from the confirmed drinker, 
that it is the liberal, and generous man, who becomes 
the lover of rum. They even go so far as to say, that 
the bare fact of his frequent indulgence in the use of 
strong drink, and the giving it to his many compan- 
ions, are evidences of a generous heart, and an whole- 
souled man. This isa -jreat mistake. Generally, the re- 
verse is true. Among the many, that use strong drink, 
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as a beverage, ihcre are jhose who are generous, uj)- 
right and liberal, but the influence, generosity, Hberali- 
ty, habits, and example, of even those, would be much 
improved, and more extensive, if ihey were free from 
the use of intoxicating drinks. The many, have no 
worthy object in view, in giving away to others, or in 
drinking, themselves, intoxicating liquors. Should 
you get at the motive that actuates the individual 
in giving away the drink to his companions, gener- 
osity, and liberality, would not prove to be what 
prompted the act. 'I'he act, of a larger class, of those 
who call their conipanions to the bar to drink at 
their expense, is prompted from a desire, and an 
expectation of receiving like, and frequent gifts, from 
them in return. It is almost a nightly scene, for a 
few companions, say : A, B, C, and D, to congregate 
at some drinking saloon, where an invitation will 
come, perhaps, from A, for all to take a drink, (or in 
other words A, treats the company) with the invita- 
tion accepted. And then a like invitation, in the 
course of the evening, comes from each of the four, 
and the invitation as often accepted. So that A's 
generous olTer, and gift, of three glasses of liquor, has 
been returned to himself. 

The result, of their respective gifts, was the spend- 
ing many hours of time in excited, gross, and debas- 
ing conversation ; they have created a desire for a 
repetition of the same scene, and have spent their 
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lime, and money, that ought to have been spent for 
better purposes, and used for the benefit of their 
families, and themselves. Is a man generous, because 
he diinks up one hundred dollars while letting his 
family starve at home ? 

It may be asked, are there not some benefits aris- 
ing from the use of alcoholic diinks, as a beverage? 
1 answer: I know of none. I think it safe to say, 
there are none. The results of 'the use of it, as a 
beverage, are all on the other side of the scale. Is 
u man improved by its use, as a beverage, socially, 
morally, or religiously? Did you ever know of a 
man becoming a more useful citizen from the use of 
intoxicating drinks, as a beverage ? I believe, these 
questions can all be answered, safely, and correctly, 
in the negative. 

The use of intoxicating drinks, unfit a person for 
study and improvement ; a free use of it disqualifies 
a person for business ; it ruins his health ; it creates 
a disrelish for every thing that ennobles. The effects 
of strong drink, on the mind of some, makes them 
silly and weak ; while, wifti others, k arouses All of 
their bad possessions, resulting and showing itself 
in horrid oaths, unseemly talk, lying, thieving, quar- 
reling, fighting and murder. It is true, it does not 
effect all alike, but the use, of intoxicating drinks, is 
demoralizing, and its effects debasing to all. 

We advise the father, to discontinue the use of in- 
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toxicating drinks, as a beverage, if you are thus using 
it ; for that family of yours needs the thirty cents per 
day, ihat you are paying for it ; they need it with 
which to procure the necessaries of life ; that wife of 
yours whom you promised to love and protect, needs 
your love and atTcction which rum is sapping, and 
withering ; your wife needs an affectionate husband, 
and your children need a kind father, instead of a 
sour, and cross disposition, and a bloated carcass ; 
society needs your aid, and assistaiice, in keeping up 
institutions of learning ; the world needs your efforts, 
and talent, in moving on the car of improvement ; 
therefore, do not let rum longer, sap the foundation 
of life and manhood. 

Look at this subject in a pecuniary light. It is not 

best to regard money making as the sole object of 

life, but it is our duty to use our means and property 

for the benefit of ourselves, our family, and society ; 

! and not to use and squander it in a worse than useless 

way. Persons are not disposed, generally, tc; stop 

and calculate the amount of money, they will spend, 

in buying intoxicating liqitons to drink at no faster 

rate, than three drinks a day at the usual price often 

cents a glass. I'he lover of rum, is apt to say, it is 

but ten cents a drink ; it is not much ; it is but a drop 

from the bucket — not thinking, that a continual drop- 

i ing will soon empty the bucket. Take a case, not 

I , an unusual one : a man takes his three glasses per 
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clay, at ten cents per glass, amounting to $2.10 per 
Week, and in six months, it amounts to fifty-four 
dollars and seventy-five cents. If you put this sum 
at the end of every six months, at six per cent, 
compound interest, at the end of ten years, you will 
have squandered, for no good purpose, the sum of 
over ^^1460 ; add to this the great amount of time you 
have si^eiit at the drinking saloon, the sickness 
it has caused, and the evil habits formed, and you 
have an account thai is not pleasant to contemplate. 
What an advancement might have been made, if the 
money and time, that was thus spent, had been used 
and spent for intellectual improvement and culture ! 

A person's temi>erance principles, and practices, 
are worth to him, what virtue and decency, honesty 
and integiity, are worth to him ; because those very 
principles, and practices, go to make up those quali- 
ties , and in fact those qualities cannot exist, in their 
lull measure, without temperance ; they are interwoven 
and cannot be separated. Can a man serve himself 
and family, honestly and faithfully, that sjiends his 
his money and property, i« dri^Hving li<|tiid i^te^ and 
who squanders his time at the grogery, to the injury 
and destruction of his own health, while he lets his 
wife and family go hungry and destitute ? Can a man 
conscientiously spend his time, in forming and fixing 
upon himself the habits of intoxication, while his 
little ones are crying for bread, and suffering for cloth- ; 
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ing and shelter ? Can a man justify, or even extenu- 
ate, for his intemperate course, when he is required 
by the dictates of reason, and in good faith, to not 
only support his family, but to set his children good 
examples, and give them good advise ? 

It is of great practical importance, ihat a person 
who professes to be on the side of temperance, should 
be so indeed. Professing and talking temperance is 
well, if our practice, and example, correspond with 
them ; if our profession does not correspond and agree 
with our example and practice, it is a detriment, to 
those around us. Such a discrepancy between the 
profession, and the actual life, involves us in inconsis- 
tency and dishonor, and in insincerity and hypocracy. 
In the ordinary business of life, we would call a man 
showing such inconsistency, vacillating and unreliable. 
We shall not exert a salutary inHuence in society, if 
we profess to be temperance men in the lodge room, 
and in conversation, and then violate the temperance 
pledge, at the first opportunity, at the saloon or drink- 
ing room. 

What would you think oC rti« sdiool teacher who 
is required by statute, to teach in our common 
schools, among other things, good morals, if he 
should instruct the pupil not to swear, but as soon 
as the teacher should dismiss the school, for the day, 
or the week, indulge in profanity, in the presence of 
the scholar, and elsewhere? What would you think 
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of a man who should promise to execute his office as 
a treasurer, of some important corporation, or of the 
state, faithfully and honestly, and as soon as installed 
in office, should begin and carry out a system of 
peculation and stealing? Your opinion of the teacher 
in the one case, and of the official in the other, would 
no doubt be very unfavorable to their moral stand- 
ing and integrity ; and so it must be with the person 
who takes the temperance pledge, rind then violates 
it at the first opportunity. The temperance pledge 
is too important, and useful, to be lightly disregarded. 
It is impoitant to you as an individual, as you value 
your health and prosperity. It is important that 
your promise correspond with your life, so that 
others seeing your life, habits and prosperity, will be 
led to do likewise. 

There are many reasons, why we should live a 
temperance life. It is easier and better, to live with- 
out the use of intoxicating drinks, than with them. 
An intem|>erate life is a hard one. You will find 
many living warnings against the use of intoxicating 
drinks, in the inebriate asylums and poor houses ; 
it is the use of rum, that fills so many of our prisons, 
and jails, throughout the land ; let the inmates of 
them speak out, and most of them will tell you that 
the cause of their imprisonment, is the use of intoxi- 
cating drinks. Most of the nightly quarrels, and 
bre:iches of peace, the thefts, and murders, com- 
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mitted so frequently, may be, and are, traced to the 
same cause. Not onlv does it dei'rade and debase 
him who uses it, but it is expensive to the state and 
the i>eople, to try, and punish those who, through the 
use of it, commit offences, and violate our criminal 
laws. Take one of the many cases that occur in 
our large villages and cities : a person gets intoxi- 
cated, and while in a slate of intoxication, and by 
reason of it, is led to commit a crime, perhaps, the 
stealing of goods or money, and under the clrcum- 
.stances, difficult to prove, clearly, but the circumstan- 
ces are such as to warrant his arrest, and a hearing 
is had before a justice, as a court of inquiry, at .the 
expense of J25 to the state. The circumstances tend 
to show that he committed the act, and is bound 
over to the county court for trial ; and for want of 
bail he is committed to jail to await trial, six months, 
at the expense of the state of $75 ; at the next term 
of the county court, he is indicted by the grand jury, 
for the crime, at the expense to the. state, of $5q ; 
and then brought to a public trial, which is had at 
the e;xpense to the slate, of $100, (a low estimate); 
and whether he is convicted or not, the two or three 
glasses of liquor that he drank, that caused the 
crime, have made the people of the state pay the 
sum of $250. Cases, of this description, are fre- 
quent. 
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We would avoid the use of the article, then, to save 
expense to the people and the state. 

I Again, we would shun the use of intoxicating drinks, 

! especially, such as are sold for drinking purposes at 

this day, because of its composition ; it is drugged 
with arsenic and other kinds of poisons to supply the 
fire, in the absence of pure spirits — drugged to make 

i money at the terrible expense of health and life. 

! . There are many things, that should induce us to 

abstain from the use of alcoholic drinks ; our own 

self respect should keep us from its use, as well as to 

save mortification and shame to our friends and 
'i 
I oihers ; and your habits, example and influence should 

j be such as to induce, and lead others, to abandon its 

> use ; and to exert this influence we should taste not, 

and handle not the unclean thing; for the sake of 

home, and all of its endearments, we should abandon 

its use, if we are using it, and keep free from its use, 

if we are so now. 

If your influence and practice has been on the 
wrong side thus far, let it be on the right side here- 
after. Do not longer cast your influence in spread- 
ing, and fastening, the evils of intemperance in society 
and the world. The habit and practice, of using the 
article, does you no good, but, is a curse to yourself, 
and all around you. 

If by early associations and habits, or the long con- 
'' tinnous use of the intoxicating cup, it be difficult to 
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abandon its use and reform, you must put forth an 
extra effort, and firmly resolve to turn from the de- 
stroyer. Former associations, and the appetite, in the 
excitement of the hour, in some unguarded moment, 
may almost overpower you, but have a fixed purpose 
to will and to do, and the victory is yours. 

The words of Cowper are not inapplicable here, 
where he says : 

**Who with a courage of unshaken root, 

In honor's field advancing his firm fo^t, 
Plants it upon the line that justice draws. 
And will prevail or perish in her cause. 

'Tis to the virtues of such men, man owes 

His portion in the good that heaven bestows. 
And when recording history displays, 

Feats of renown, though wrought in ancient 
days. 
Tells of a few stout hearts, that fought and died 
Where duty placed them, at their country's 
side.'^ 
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DELIVKRED AT WESTFORD, DBC. 26TH, 1879, 
AS ONE OF A COURSE OF LECTURES. 

Among the many subjects which call for our consid- 
eration, none, is more important than the one par- 
taining to our success in life. Every young man, as 
he enters upon his active life career, is likely to ask 
himself, or propound the questidn to others, what shall 
I do to win success in life. The theme is as old as 
the human race, and still new, to each individual, and 
to each successive generation. Especially, is this so, as 
the problem assumes new phases with the ceaseless 
changes in society. To a great extent, the future of 
life is sealed till time, ever on its wing, brings to us 
the unseen. While the experiences, of the past and 
present, are of great service to us, in working out the 
problem of life, still, a man sailing on the voyage of 
life may be compared to a vessel leaving port under 
sealed orders. He knows not to what ports he must 
go, or on what seas he must sail ; and the dangers of 
the voyage, the sunken reefs, the icebergs, and the 
stormy capes, are unknown. Through perilous storms, 
and treacherous calms, he must steer without chart, 
on his unknown course. On life's ocean, no one ever 
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sailed over the same route that another has sailed 
over before him. "He is the first that ever burst into 
that lonely sea." While much is unknown before us, 
we may by suitable preparation in most cases, make 
the voyage of life a success ; but, as we look on the 
busy world, how numerous are the failures ! Look 
about among the circle of our acquaintances ; we are 
surprised to see how few have made the voyage of life, 
successfully ; and fewer still, have reached the ports 
for which they sailed. Some have commenced life in 
the least pretentious way, with seeming meager pros- 
pects, and have reached a much higher point than 
which they first aimed, and placed themselves in the 
highest positions, in wealthy in business talents, and 
in learning; while many, on the other hand, who have 
commenced life with superior advantages, and the 
best of prospects, and the highest hopes, have made 
a failure and a wreck of life ; whatever may be the rea- 
son of the failure, it matters not to them ; there is only 
one voyage, and failure is irretrievable ; but, to all 
who come after them, to understand the causes of 
disaster, is of deep intere^, a«h1 may save many from 
a similar fate. Some have erroniously supposed, to 
make life successful, or to be great, one must become 
Governor, Judge of a High Court, Member of Congress, 
Foreign Minister, Major General, a Railroad King, 
or a wealthy Merchant ; forgetting that all callings are 
alike honorable, if pursued with an honorable purpose. 
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One writer has said, "that a Blacksmith may be a man 
of polished manners, and a millionaire a clown ; that 
a Shoemaker may put genius and taste into his work, 
while a Lawyer may cobble." It is not great occa- 
sions that make great men. Great occasions serve to 
reveal great minds; and at such times perform Service 
ihat none other can. Great men, even, make great 
occasions, control the circumstances about them, 
and make history. Greatness or superiority is not 
attained by a wish, nor by an act of the will. The 
power, of a Clay, or a Webster, as Statesmen and Or- 
ators, is not acquired, by desiring to have their power, 
however earnest the longing for it might be ; but most 
men may attain to a high degree of success and power, 
if their desires and efforts, are kept within the scope 
and limits for which they were made. In the efforts 
that we put forth, we are not to aim at self glorifica- 
tion ; but to look to the success of the business 
in hand; the farmer in keeping his buildir\gs in 
order, his farm productive, and his stock in good 
condition ; the mechanic in making superior articles 
of usefulness, and excelling in the style and finish 
of his work ; and the teacher in adopting the 
successful way of imparting knowledge to those 
-imder their instruction. When, one achieves any spe- 
cies of greatness, he is usually unconscious of the way 
he arrives at it ; the result is reached by the outgoing 
of an inward being; he aims to be useful, all uncon- 
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scious of the glory it brings. Washington, at the head 
of the American army was striving to free the Ameri- 
can colonies from British oppression, not dreaming 
of the honor that would fall to him through all time ; 
the Duke of Wellington, at the battle of Waterloo, 
thought only of giving the French a sound threshing, 
not thinking of the glory that would come to his name 
from the act. We should all be content to do, and 
let the glory take care of itself. It is the duty of every 
one to magnify his calling, and act well his part, 
"where all the honor lies ;" and it is not a prerequisite 
that fortune has favored him, nor that his talent should 
be of the first order, or superior in physical, or intel- 
ectual power. With the most of us, as we set out on 
life's journey, we are, at limes, depressed with fears 
of failure in the great battle of life ; and then in turn 
filled with high hopes of success in life; this must 
ever be as we contemplate the realities of the past, 
the changing present, and as we peer into the uncer- 
tain future. Although, there will always be some un- 
certainty as to the result of the race of life, yet, much 
depends upon how, and with what e^ort, we strive in 
that race. There are some rules that should be ob- 
served, and tenaciously held to, by every young man 
and woman, as they go forth in life's earnest struggle ; 
they should adhere strictly to principle, so that, 
whether it shall be success or failure, so far as busi- * 

ness is concerned, it can be said, that their fair name, ^ 
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and character, has been preserved. To him who desires 
to avoid the disasters, that so thickly beset the voyage 
of life, should note that the path of success, (never a 
smooth and unmolested one,) is more rugged and 
thorny than ever before. Never before, in the world's 
hihtory, was competition in ever}' pursuit and calling 
so fierce as now ; never did success demand for its 
obtainment such a union of the qualities of alertness 
and activity, prudence and persistence, courage and 
decision, as now. The race of life has become irtense. 
No one, in this age of the world, can repose for suc- 
cess, in their overpowering abilities, and rest in the 
consciousness, that their superior talents will bring 
them out ahead at last, without industry and exertion; 
and if they do, they will fail, and be distanced in the 
race of life. One with mediocre talents and capacity, 
with alertness to seize upon the opportune chances and 
favoring circumstances, with unceasing activity, with 
courage and decision to battle manfully in the great 
drama of life, will far outstrip him, who, in seeming 
conscious strength, fails to put forth earnest effort. 
Success, usually, is the test of fticm. 

A successful Painter once said, "if a man has failed, 
you will find he has dreamed instead of working. 
There is no way to success in our art, but to tak^ off 
your coat, grind paint, and work like a digger on the 
rail-road, all day and every day." Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, once remarked in England, in confirmation ■ 
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of frequent experience at home, **that in literary 
circles, the men of trust and consideraiion, Book- 
makers, Editors, University Deans and Professors, 
Bishops too, were by no means men of the largest lit- 
erary talents, but usually of an ordinary intellectuality, 
with a sort of merchantile activity and working talent ; 
and that mediocrities tower by pushing their forces to 
a lucrative point, or by working power, over multi- 
tudes of superior men, in Old, as in New England." 

It is not always the men of the greatest grasp of 
mind, or of uncommon endowments, that become the 
most useful or successful in life. It depends more 
upon the quality of the powers of the mind. Worldly 
success depends more upon the peculiar adaptiveness 
of the talents of the person to the business in hand, 
than upon the general superiority of the one's intel- 
lectual powers. The world presents to us the most 
indubitable proofs, that it is not the towering intellect 
that is the most successful. How many men» with 
but common intellectual powers, by dint of hard la- 
bor, by perseverance, by close attention to the de- 
tails of their business or caHing, have far outstripped 
his neighbor in business success, whose powers of 
mind have a wider grasp. Men, of average and com- 
mon powers, have many things for their encourage- 
ment, judging fronri the success of men arouiid us. 
There are many men whose powers of intellect, if 
drawn out and exercised in one certain direction, 
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show to jjreat advantage to the world, in comparison 
to those around them ; but if called out in another 
direction, make a complete failure, and seem not to 
have the faculty, or power of mind, to adapt them- 
selves to the various and varied duties and require- 
ments of life. Occasionally, such an one is pushed 
forward into ihe from ranks, and into exalted posi- 
tions in the world, by circumstances and favorable 
events, over which they have no control. Sometimes, 
success is perched upon their banners, through favor 
of fortune, even in face of astounding deficiences ana 
extravagant bluntlers ; but such are exceptions. 
They may be properly called chance men. Such 
men are not reliable, because, their experience and 
success is not built upon efforts of their own. Who 
would trust any important business, or great under- 
taking, with him whose success and standing, in busi- 
ness life, has been the result of a combination of 
fortunate circumstances, instead of the result of labor, 
skill, energy and tact. Observation teaches us, that 
moderate talent, well trained, skillfully handled, and 
perseveringly applied, will bear off the palm in the 
majority of instances. The wants of society raise 
thousands to wealth and distincticm, who e.xercise 
good sense, pr.iclirv indusiiy, .ntd ni.iihl.iin ynt\i\ 
principles, though not possessed of uncommon endow- 
ments. Occasionally one will obtain a high reputa- 
tion bv some sharp practice and cunning, or by sid*^ i ^ 
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ing with the prevailing opinion, but, generally, a rep- 
utation, thus acquired, is of short duration and worth- 
less ; it has nothing to recommend or sustain itself. 

The motto, "Know thyself," is of the first import- 
ance. He who can accurately measure his own ca- 
pacity and power, stands on high vantage ground. 
One great means, of attaining success, is to know the 
extent and power of your attainments, and to what 
lengths, and in what positions, you can sustain your- 
self. He, who follows that motto, will not, or need 
not, grasp for objects they cannot reach. Do not so 
fix the mind upon one point, or object, as to ovei^ook 
others, of equal importance ; but be ready, as the 
I current of affairs change, to take a new tack, not 

] remitting your exertion, or losing sight of the general 

object and end sought — keep that steadily in view. 
Sometimes, there is a feeling of discouragement that 
comes over a person of moderate abilities. As he 
looks out into the world, he sees no place to begin ; 
he looks here, and there, in the great beehive of so- 
ciety ; he thinks, he sees all the places filled, and 
remains passive — ^waiting for something to turn up. 
He thinks he sees, every department of the great 
work-shop, supplied with skillful hands, and deter- 
mines that he will not embark in any business, till he 
can take a leading part. He, who thus waits, will 
find his mistake. The longer you wait, fewer will be 
your chances, greater will he the crowd of skillful ' 
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workmen, and fiercer the struggle* You need to com- 
mence at once, and obtain a foot-hold, and press on 
to the goal of your ambition ; and a position and suc- 
cess you will earn and obtain. If qualified for your 
business, you will, surely, be called upon by your 
fellow men, to exercise your talents, and will be fur- 
nished with remunerative employment. 
;. To win ihe prizes of life, you must struggle against 
many competitors. There is no standstill. WUliam 
Matthews, L.LnI)., says, that, **to stand still is to give 
up ho|>e. Give your energies to the highest employ- 
ment of which your nature is capable; be alive; be' 
patient ; work hard ; watch opportunities ; be rigidly 
honest ; hope for the best ; and if you fail to reach 
the goal of your wishes, f which is possible, in spite 
of your utmost efibrts),you will die with the conscious- 
ness ol luvinji kU[\c youi 1hM» \\\\w\\ i*». Mw\ (\ll, \\\x^ 
truest success to which man can aspire." 

Some people always attribute tlieir misfortune, and 
other people's success, to luck ; and there are some 
persons whom fortune .seems to persecute through life. 
If they were born ricli, tiiey contrive to become poor, 
and if they begin poor they hold their own with re- 
markable steadiness through life. They ascribe their 
hard luck to any thing but their own folly, indolence 
and misdirection. If you talk with the weak spirited 
man, who from lack of energy and application, has 
made but little head-way in the world, and has been r. 
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out-Stripped in the race of life by those whom he has 
despised as his inferiors, he attributes his failure to 
the all-potent power of luck. He will declare he has 
been a victim of circumstances, and will ensconce 
himself in the idea expressed in the lines: ** There is a 
divinity that shapes our ends, rough hew them how 
we will ;" and will exclaim as did another, who had 
tried his hand at many of the business of life without 
success : said he, *'I set up as a book seller, and the 
people immediately seem to leave oflf reading, and if 
I were to turn a butcher, I believe, O my conscience! 
they'd leave off eating." There is, perhaps, such a 
thing as luck, a result of a combination of circum- 
stances ; but men make a great mistake when they 
fold their arms, and look with indifference on the 
great play of life; keeping aloof from its finest and 
most arduous struggles, because, they believe that 
success is a matter of accident. Richard Sharp, says, 
"untoward accidents will sometimes happen ; but 
after many years of thoughtful experience, I can truly 
say, that nearly all those, who began life with me, 
have succeeded or failed *s they deserved/* Some 
there are, who attribute their failure to bad luck, and 
not to any lack in themselves; but such are swift to 
appropriate to themselves the entire glory of fortu- 
nate results ; and would persuade the world that all 
the circumstances were against them, but, b}* their 
„ energy, heroic action, and meritorious deeds, they 
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won the prize, or wrought out the successful results. 
Like the sailor bgy, who through some blunder, fell 
from the topmast, on deck, instantly jumped up, 
and called to the crew, "can any of you lubbers do 
anything like that ?" 

Now the fact is this : Man, to some extent, is a be- 
ing of opportunity; men have different talents and 
capacities and are surrounded by different circumstan- 
ces, that are ever changing; and while it is true, unfore- 
seen and uncontrollable circumstances do, sometimes, 
shape one's destiny, it is equally true that a man may 
often make his circumstances. It is by the right ap- 
plication of our powers and strength to the particular 
object in view, that crown our efforts with success; 
it is by dint of hard labor; by the exercise of our skill 
and the unwavering perseverance in well-doing — doing 
the right thing in the right way, and at the right time, 
that enables us to achieve great success in life. A 
person should seize on every favorable circumstance 
while it can be made available, and press forward to- 
wards the point sought, and when one step is gained, 
hold on to your posttum, i^ AfKKher «t)v«iic« can be 
made, and n.nother foot hold obtained. By prompt 
and vigorous action, you may win the thing you have 
at heart. We must not be content to wait for something 
to turn up ; we must win success, by "striking while 
the iron is hot." Circumstances are the sport of men 
if seized upon at the opportune time and used with 
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skill ; but if not, thus siezed upon and used, men will 
be the sport of circumstances. In the vast majority of 
cases, ihe **lucky fellow,*' will be found, on close ex- 
amination, to be keen and clear sighted ; men whp 
have followed their business energetically and perse- 
veringly, and who have united clear and exact ideas 
of what is necessary to be done, with skill necessary 
to execute their well approved plans. We must go after 
success ; it will not come to us. 

Among the elements of success will be found the 
choice of a trade or business. One way to escape the 
miseries of inactivity and idleness, is to adopt some* 
profession or calling for life. A life of idleness wiW 
be the very parent of vice. An aimless life will be 
a failure. It is highly important, that the one, who 
would make the most of life, should lose no time in 
. indecision, but promptly determine what calling he will 
make his own, to which he shall give his best thoughts 
and energies. Select a calling that will be adapted 
to your powers and strength, and to which your abili- 
ties are fitted. If nature has fitted you for any par- 
ticular profession or trade, choose it; then educate 
your faculties and improve your powers and skill with 
special reference to that chosen calling. 

Parents have a great responsibility. It will b^ of 
little use for parents to ^et their sons up in business, 
for which they have no taste or adaptation. The 
miserable results of a wrong selection of a calling, ^; 
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are seen everywhere around us. Why is it that less 
than ten per cent, of those who enter mercantile life, 
make a failure of the business, and either become 
bankrupt, or retire from the business with the most 
unsatisfactory results ? A large per cent, of these 
failures, is not because those who engage in that bus- 
iness, are dishonest or gamble their property or 
money away, nor because "Shylock" eats their sub- 
.stance out, with interest. The reason is a more natu- 
ral one. It is because they have been set up in 
business, or gone into business, without talent, skill, 
or adaptation for that business. Many a boy is forced 
to measure calico and weigh tea, and so forth, .when 
their turn of mind, strength, and capacity, would 
.send them to the farm or the mechanic shop. There 
are more than a few young men whose worldly pros- 
pects have been ruined by compelling them to delve 
upon the farm, and labor in the factory, shop, or 
store, when their skill, their fertility of resources in 
every exigency, show, that they were adapted, and 
fitted for one of the learned professions. Tlunisanils 
who have attempted to **;tin !^t\\v^s «^ tho jMx^ossion 
of the Law, Thysic or Diviniir; have n\ado a taihuv^ 
of it, and have become discouraged aiul disi)irilOil ; 
and they have come to look ujion the healthful anti 
independent calling of the farmer with envy and 
chagrin. When a person has chosen, and is laboring 
in a calling to which he is not adapted, he is obtala- ^ 
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ing his living by his weaknesses, rather than by his 
strength, and consequently cannot compete with oth- 
ers, in the same calling or profession, who have 
chosen a business adapted to their mind and powers. 
The result, of a wrong choice of a trade or profession, 
is well illustrated by Sydney Smith, by representing 
the various callings of life, by holes of different 
shapes, in a table : Some circular, some triangular, 
some square and some oblong, and the persons who 
have chosen their business of life, as bits of wood of 
similar shapes, and that the triangular person is 
found in the scjuare hole, the oblong in the triangu- 
lar, while the square person has squeezed himself 
into the round hole. Should we not exercise soimd 
judgement in this matter ? Who would think of mak- 
ing a music teacher out of a lad who, neither had voice, 
ear or talent, for music? A man should choose a 
calling, the work of which he loves ; the love for 
the work will insure intense and devoted application. 
It is true that courage and indomitable perseverance 
will do much towards advancing one's interest, even 
in a calling to which he is iwH well adapted ; but it 
is struggling against wind an'! tide. 'I'hatone will fail 
in one kind of business, may be eminently successful 
in another, is a fact well attested by our observation. 
The proclivities of the youth, should be studied and 
watched and when the reigning passions of their 
minds are ascertained, (if commendable,) we should 
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encourage and gratify their dominant faculties. The 
bent of some youth's minds point unmistakably to the 
calling they should follow. The genius and talents, 
of some, are so prominent, and well adapted to a cer- 
tain kind of business, they choose that business or 
pursuit, not because it seems to promise the most mon- 
ey, happiness or glory, but, because they cannot help 
it ; and for the same reason follow it, and are crowned 
with success. After having chosen your calling, 
adapted to your powers and strength, cling to it. 
There may come hours of despondency, when you may 
be led to think, you might have done better in some 
other calling. Ikit remember, hours of gloom come 
over the best of men. Firm adherence to your busi- 
ness will crown your efforts with success. One may 
err so palpably, in the choice of a calling, it will be 
a matter of necessity that it be abandoned, but no 
change should be nrade for slight causes ; as a change 
must result, in the loss of time and money, in giving 
up the old, and establishing a new business. Let 
not a spirit of uneasiness, or fancy, lead the mind to 
make a change in your calHng. Whatever business 
a man pursues, there will be nonradical change of his 
mind. . The general mold of his mental powers, will 
ever remain the same. Then, do not give up your 
chosen business, unless the arguments for the change, 
are far weightier than those are, for continuing in the 
one you have. Bear in mind, that it is not the call- 
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ing, or station in life, that gives dignity, or nobility, 
to the man ; but it is the man that dignifies the sta- 
tion. or calling. 

Concentrativeness is of importance. He, who has 
the power of concentration, has a great element of 
success about him. No man can become wise in 
everything. - There is a great practical sense in leav- 
ing many things unknown and undone, that we may 
learn and do other things more perfectly. Life is 
short; and no one brain can grapple the range of hu- 
man knowledge. A man must single out his trade 
or pursuit, and into that, pour the whole stream of 
his mental activity. One's knowledge, of everything, 
is beautiful to contemplate, but never obtainable. 
He, who gprasps at the whole, must have a superficial 
acquisition of the whole. As ihe gardener, by severe 
pruning, forces the sap of the tree into one or two 
vigorous limbs, instead of suffering it to spindle into 
a sheaf of twigs, so we must stop our miscellaneous 
activity, and concentrate our force on one, or few 
points. "Enlarge not thy destiny, and endeavor not 
to do more than is given thee in charge." The one 
prudence, in business life « is concentration ; the one 
evil is dispersion ; and the effect is the same, whether 
the things that distract the attention are good or evil ; 
everything that leads us from the main purpose, or 
causes oscillation in our giddy balloon, or. that tends 
to make a straight course impossible, should be 
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thrown aside. Concentration is the secret of strength, 
in politics, in war, in trade, in short, in all the 
management of human affairs. Make a decision, the 
best, if you can ; but any is better than none. There 
are twenty ways going to a point, and one is the 
shortest — set out, at once, on one. As in a machine, 
all of its parts are adjusted, so as to accomplish a 
certain purpose, so all of our aims, plans, and pur- 
poses, should be fixtc]^ and used, to advance the one 
business of life. 

It is the man of single and intense purpose who 
outstrips all others in the race of life. Each has his 
special talent ; and let him keep in that sphere where 
that talent can be oftenest used. You never find 
the talent of a Webster, a Newtort, a Franklin, or a 
Fulton, all combined in ope rcind— each have their 
specialty. This is so well understood, that when 
you suggest the name of Newton, you think of the 
heavenly bodies ; if the name of Fulton is presented, 
you are set to thinking at once of the power of steam ; ' 

the name of Morse brings to mind the wonders of 
the electric telegraph ; a«4 wHen we speak of Web- 
ster, we fall to thinking of the science of government. 
While there are a few who have been crowned with 
success while their attention was directed to many 
objects, the many have failed in life by dabbling in 
too many things. You will run an uncertain race, if 
you have too many objects in view. One writer has '^ 
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said, "have courage to be ignorant of a great nun)- 
ber of things, in order to avoid the certainty of being 
ignorant of everything." One of the greatest elements, | 

of individual success, and growth, is the possession of 
a determination to be one's own helper. Help your- ' 

self and heaven will help \ou. Our greatest reward 
is in the race we run, and not in the prize. It is a ' 

calamity for any young man to rely upon others for , 

support while they are forming their characters. It \ 

is said he, who begins with crutches, will, generally, 
end with crutches. Help from within always sirength- 
ens and enlarges, but help from wiihout, invariably 
weakens and enfeebles the recipient. Let the young^ 
pupil make it a practice to resort to his teacher for 
the solution of all the difficult problems in his text 

book, and he will issue from his school a feeble 

! 

scholar, and with no self reliant characteristics. He, 
who would learn to swim, must make an individual 
effort, and strike out from shore. It is not in the 1 

hot-house, but in the open field, and on the rocky 
cliff, that the hardiest planus are found. It is the ' 

man who dares follow his own independent judge- j 

ment, and not the one who runs always to others, for j 

assistance and advice, that is the most to be depended 
upon in an emergency. In the one case the man is j 

a cipher ; in the other, an important factor. He, | 

who is waiting for some lucky breeze to bring to his j 

door the fulfillment of some wild dream, and stands i 
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waiting for some one to find out his superior Jiierits, 
and wishing that some rich uncle would give him 
;^ 1 0,000, with which he might make ;J 10,000 more, 
will make a failure of life. William Matthews, LL.l)., 
says : "That one of the most disgusting sights in the 
worlfl is that of a young man with healthy blood, 
broad shoulders, presentable calves, and one hund- 
red and fifty pounds, more or less, of good bone and 
muscle, standing with his hands in his pockets, 
longing for help." In the great majority of cases, 
pecuniary help to a beginner, is the "Devil's blessing," 
to be deprecated, and not coveted. 

It will be necessary in whatever you find to do, to 
do with all your might, but mix brains with what you 
do. A person must have some originality. One 
cannot succeed in winning the coveted honors of the 
world, or in the accumulation of wealth, without brisk 
activity of the mind ; think for yourself, and create 
versatility of thought. In these days of intense com- 
petition, think deep, and rapid, as well as correctly. 
Mere industry and economy are not enough ; there 
must be original thought, hi aims and methods. 
Inventiveness, adaptability, promptness M^ decision 
are called for. 

Remember, that every calling ii> filled with men, 
bold and keen, fertile in expedients, and continually 
inventing new ways of winning success. Not be con- 
tent with the circumstances in which you may have 
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been placed, but with rapidity make circumstances. 
Most every thing about us, if rightly used, and used 
at the right time, will be helps and aids, instead of 
hindrances. Our strength is measured by our plastic 
power. From the same material one man builds 
palaces, .and another, hovels. One man will rear a 
stately edifice, while another man under the same cir- 
cumstances, being vacillating and incompetent, will 
do nothing. Let each strive to be a creator, instead 
of an inheritor ; to bequeath rather than to borrow. 
Let each forge his own sword, and fight his own bat- 
tles with his own good lance. Let this lesson, of 
self-reliance, be learned and acted on, and you will 
discover within yourself, under God, the elements 
and capacities of usefulness and. honor. We should 
not be creatures of imitation. ♦^Of course we must 
derive our information from various sources, from 
time to time, but it should be thoroughly molded and 
made our own. Let us learn a lesson from the bee, 
that gathers the honey from different flowers, but so 
manufactures it, that it does not have the flavor of 
either. Nothing is more agreeable to man, than to 
succeed in his undertakings. This desire for success 
is commendable. Let every one then, who is striving 
to reach a high degree of success, study the causes 
of failure. 

In intellectual and moral contests, and in the bus- 
iness of life, men fail of success from early mental, ^ 
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and physical exhaustion, and from a hick of accumu- 
lated force. This accumulation of force is necessary 
to qualify them to meet and overcome unexpected 
draughts on their powers. 

In physical contests, how many there are, that have 
commenced with every nerve stretched to its utmost 
tension, and with the mind fully bent on success, and 
have shown for the first half mile, great activity, and 
to a casual observer, would seem to be in a fair way 
to win the race, who soon begin to show signs of 
fatigue, and physical exhaustion, and, through lack 
of reserved force, and a want of a judicious expendi- 
ture of their strength, before the end of the race, 
begin to fall behind, and the race is won by him who 
has had the physical training, and whose lungs and 
muscles were enabled to endyre to the end of the 
race. A few years ago a boat race occurred on the 
Thames, between two parties. The party that, lost 
the race, took the lead from the start, rowing forty- 
six strokes to the minute, while their adversary rowed 
but forty-two ; after a while the impetuous strokes of 
the party ahead, began to be slower and become 
weaker ; but the strokes of their opponents were firm 
and strong, and nearly the same per minute as when 
they commenced ; they were soon seen to pass, and 
were crowned with success. The explanation is, the 
party that won the race, had the vital force, the 
reserved power. Is not this explanation true, in all 
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intellectual and moral contests of life? Kvery safe 
commander of an army will always have a well con- 
stituted, powerful reserved force, that he can use in 
case of an emergency — a force that he can throw - 
into the the thickest of the fight, and turn a doubtful 
contest into a decisive victory. The lack of such a 
force, has often made all the difference between a 
battle won, and a battle lost. So, too, in the com- 
mon affairs of life, success often hinges upon our 
reserved force. With the farmer or the blacksmith, 
it is not enough that he has work on hand to do, and 
has resolution and courage, to attempt its accom- 
plishment ; he must have the necessary vital force, 
and the strength of arm to hold the plow and swing 
the scythe, in the one case, and to use the hammer, 
in the other, as well as the knowledge to know, when, 
where and how to strike. There is a great lack, in 
our professional men, in this regard. They do not 
lay in that abundant store of knowledge, before they 
begin their professional life, nor add thereto after- 
wards. They only superficially prepare, and then live 
from hand to moutli, and cram for particular occa- 
sions, and live at a starving rate the remainder of the 
time j so that, when they meet an unexpected obsta- 
cle in the way, are thrown off tueir guard, and having 
no knowledge to bring to bear on the matter in hand, 
are compelled to experience a Bull Run defeat. 
We should better prepare for life's battle, and be 
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possessed of this reserved power. And it is better 
to acquire it than to hide the lack of it. Spend no 
time in hiding our nothingness. The lazy boy at 
school will spend more time in dodging recitations 
than is necessary in mastering his lessons, beside 
cheating himself in the end. Do not attempt to 
make shallowness answer for depth, emptiness for 
fullness, cunning for wisdom, and sham for reality, 
lest the protruding ear should reveal the ass in the 
lion's skin. If you do not remove all the obstacles, 
as you go along, they will be turning up again, and 
meeting you at every corner ; but if you clear them 
away, you, by so doing, have not only removed them, 
but have made it easier to surmount the next diffi- 
culty. The savage believes that every time he slays 
an enemy, the spirit of that enemy^ enters into him, 
and becomes added to his own, accumulating a war- 
rior's strength f^r the day of battle. So when you 
conquer a difficulty, the spirit of that difficulty passes 
into you, and becomes transferred into power, and 
adds to the minds reserved force, just as the. resist- 
ing of one temptation tends to disarm the next of its 
|X)wer. One great advantage to us in being well 
trained in our business of life, and having a perfect 
knowledge of its details, is, it will save us from a 
disastrous defeat, when we are unable to win a vic- 
! tory. We may be able to retreat in good order, if 
j prepared, and sometimes, to organize a victory out- of ^ 
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a seeming defeat. This reserved force cannot be 
obtained without labor. One writer has said, *'Tell 
me how much has been your patient toil in obscurity, 
and I will tell you how far you will triumph in an 
emergency. There are not many geniuses, in the 
nineteenth century, that reap without sowing. You 
cannot idle away your time, till a demand is made 
upon your mind, and then answer it by intuition. 
Preparation must be made by intense application. 
Mastery of a subject or business, can be the fruit 
only of hard thinking. It demands time, and that 
time is not confined to the period of youth, but must 
continue through life. It will not do for us to make 
excuses for our failures. They will not be received 
by the world. The lawyer whose plea is shallow, and 
the preacher who fritters away his time, and neglects 
severe study, the one will speak to yawning juries, 
and the other to empty pews. A learned man was 
asked once, by a young clergyman, how he should 
make his sermons interesting and instructive; the 
reply was : ''Fill up the cask 1 Fill up the cask ! and 
if you tap it anywhere, y<m wll get a good stream." 
Let us, by close application and much thought, fill 
up the cask — remembering that the stream will not 
rise higher than the bulk head. 

In conclusion we would say, that our manners 
have much to do with our success. Chesterfield said, 
"Know, then, that as learning, honor and virtue, are ^ 
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absolutely necessary to gain you the esteem and ad- 
miration of mankind, politeness, and good breeding, 
are equally necessary to make you welcome and 
agreeable in conversation, and in common life." 
The principles of a true gentleman will lead us, not 
to forget to exercise toward the high and low, rich 
and poor, the learned and ignorant, courtesy, sym- 
pathy, and charity. And remember, if you have 
been successful in your business affairs, that success 
is to be regarded as a means, and not as an end. 

Worldly success, viewed in the light of another 
world, is comparatively nothing. Let us not sacrifice 
health, peace, and conscience, to gain worldly suc- 
cess. And will it not be well to be firmly grounded 
in christian principle ; and with all of our gettings, 
get the Pearl of Great Price ? 
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AN ADDRESS. 
From the Bkick Kilns to Mount Sinai. 



A little more than seventeen hundred years before 
the birth of Christ, the children of Israel had multi- 
plied, "and the land was filled with them. Now 
there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew 
not Joseph," and he said to his Egyptian people, 
"the children of Israel are more and mightier than 
we. Come on, let us deal wisely with them ; lest 
they multiply and it come to pass thai when there 
falleth out any war. they join also unto our enemies 
and fight against us and so get /.hem up out of the 
land." Therefore Pharaoh set task masters over 
them to afflict them with burdens, and the Egyptians 
made the children of Israel to serve with rigor, 
and made their lives bitter with hard bondage ; and, 
Pharaoh also ordered the destruction of all infant 
male children, to prevent the increase of the Israelites 
in the land. All this was the reasoning and the plan 
of a heart that had never learned to take God into 
its calculation. Man proposes and God disposes. 
The wicked always leave God out of their calcula- 
tion ; therefore, the moment you introduce God^all j 
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their plans and reasonings fall to the ground. 
"Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan his ways in vain, 
God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain." 

Our faith should be in God. Faith knows, of a 
surety, that there is one, behind the scene, whom 
the world sees not, nor regards ; and in the conscious- 
ness of this, it can calmly say, "it is well, and shall be 
well." 

Pharaoh left God out of the count. In a worldly 
point of view, PJiaraoh could accurately recount the 
various contingencies that were likely to arise, such 
as the multiplying of the people, the liability of the 
nation to war, the chance of the the children of Israel 
uniting with the enemy, their escape out of the land, 
but it did not occur to him that God could have any- 
thing whatever to do with the malter. 

The Egyptians did set over the Israelites, task mas- 
ters to afflict them with their burdens, but the more 
they afflicted and burdened them, the more they 
multiplied and grew. This reminds us that all that 
is merely human, however soKd^ brilliant, or attrac- 
tive, must fail. The clod of the valley must cover 
man's highest excellencies and brightest glories. 

While Pharaoh was maturing and executing his 
plans, the Israelitish outlook, from their stand point, 
was dark indeed. If they looked solely at the things 
that were seen, they would have contemplated Fha- i 
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raoh's wrath, stern task masters, heavy burdens, hard 
bondage, mortar and brick ; but the eye of faith 
could see God's eternal purpose, his unfailing prom- 
ises, and the approaching dawn of a day of salvation. 
Naught but the eye of faith could enable them to 
look from out the smoking furnaces of Kgypt, to the 
green fields, and vine clad mountains of the land of 
Canaan. Faith alone could recognize in those op- 
pressed slaves, toiling in the brick kilns of Egypt, 
the heirs of salvation, and the objects of heaven's 
peculiar interest and favor. During all these scenes, 
God was preparing to take care of his poor. 

We will take leave of Pharaoh for a while, and see 
what God was doing for his peculiar people. Pha- 
raoh charged all his people, saying, **every son that 
is born ye shall cast into the river." The honored 
daughter of Levi could no longer hide her son. By 
faith, Moses, when he was born, was hid three 
months of his parents because they saw he was a 
proper child ; and they were not afraid of the king's , 

commandment. Faith constructed the little ark of : 

bullrushes, and daubed tlie same with slime and | 

pitch, to keep the waters of death away from this 1 

proper child. Yes, in the efforts that the daughter \ 

of Levi put forth to save the child from the cruel de- 
cree of the king, we trace the energy of faith that 
enabled her to triumph over seeming impossibilities, — 
she was walking in the steps of her father Abraham . i 
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Wc must pass over most of Moses* preparatory 
course to fit him for becoming the leader of his peo- 
ple to the promised land ; but he had an eighty years* 
course ; first in the house of Pharaohs daughter, and 
then at the back side of the desert as the tender 
of Jethro's sheep. He fled from his native land af- 
ter slaying one of the Egyptians who was smiting one 
of the brethren. Moses could have become one of 
the prominent members of Pharaoh's Court, but by 
faith, he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter; and by faith, he forsook Egypt. The 
pomp and dignity of Pharaoh's house, the pleasures 
of sin, and the treasures of Egypt, lay scattered 
around him, in richest profusion. He could have 
lived and died in the miJst of wealth and . splendor, 
but faith led him to forsake all these things. He 
saw his brethren bowed down beneath their heavy 
burdens ; and faith led him to see his place was 
with them, in all their reproach, their bondage, degra- 
dation and sorrow. 

We find Moses, who was learned in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians, transferred itom the Egyptian 
Court, to the back side of a desert, to tend a flock of 
sheep, and to be educated for the service of God, and 
the leader of his people. The world inquires, why 
I is this so ? They do not understand it. It lays pros- 

trate in the dust, all of man's pride and glory. Evi- 
dently God's ways are not man's ways. i 
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God appeared unto Moses in the back side of the 
desert, in the burning bush. And the Lord said, I 
have surely seen the affliction of my people which 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry, by reason of 
their task masters, for I know their sorrows. And 
I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of the land 
"unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing 
with milk and honey." The great I AM was not going 
to leave the people amid the brick kilns of Egypt, 
and under the lash of Pharaoh's task masters. 
Nothing should hinder the public display of his rela- 
tioiiship with those for whom his eternal purpose had 
secured the land of Canaan. Jehovah used Egypt 
' as a school, and Pharaoh as a schoolmaster ; he had 

come down to deliver his people, ami the combined 
power of earth and hell could not hold them in cap- 
tivity. 

Moses received his commission as tlie leader of 
God's people. God said to him, "Come now there- 
fore and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people, the children, out of 
Egypt." 

Moses had seen so much of God, he should not 

have hesitated. He should have said. Here am I 

, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? but he said, 

I "who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that 

i I should brine forth the children of Israel^ut oft ^ 
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Kgypt ?" This was nuinifesting a lack of conlideiuri- 
in (rod. He luiolu well have dislrusied hinisell un- 
der a self constiluteil commission, but (iod was lo be 
with him, and God said to him, **cerlainly 1 will be 
with thee." It makes bui lillle diftlrenre how ji^reat 
the undertaking is, if you have the assurance that 
(iod is wiih you. Moses, after having received his 
direct commission, should have rested in fidl conli- 
ilence that (Iod would have supplied him with full 
power lo make his aulhoriiy fell, and lell him what 
to say and do lo IMiaraoh, to make him let the 
people go. 

May we always have full confidence in the great 
1AM. If we do have, we can rejoice in the words, 
*M am the bread of life ; 1 am the light of the world ; 
1 am the Good Shepherd ; I am the resurrection and 
the life ; I am the way, the truth, and the life ;' I am 
Alpha and Omega ; and 1 an) the bright and morn 
ing star." 

After some doubt and much encouragement, 
Moses went forth, with Aaron, in fulfillment of his 
high commission. And Moses m\<\ Aaix)n went and 
gathered together all the elders of Israel, and Aaron 
spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken unto' 
Moses, and did signs in the sight of the people. 
And the people believed. This belief of the child- 
ren of Israel is the secret of their deliveranct? from 
their Egyptian bondage. j 
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Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, "thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, let my people go, that 
that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilder- 
ness." His answer indicates his ignorance of God's 
power. And he said, "who is the Lord ihat 1 should 
obey his voice to let Israel go .^ 1 know not the 
Lord neither will I let the people go," and told the 
people, "get you unto your burdens— let there more 
work be laid upon the men thai they may labor 
therein, and let thcin not regard vain words." This 
must have been a gloomy hour for Moses ; his re- 
quest had been denied and it seemed to be backed, 
from very many standpoints, by a power too strong 
to be broken, but the word had gone forth, "let my 
people go," and hence fell the ten heavy blows. 

The whole land of Egypt was to tremble beneath 
the successive strokes of the rod of God ; (iod sent 
darkness, turned their water into blood, and slew 
fish ; they had frogs in abundance, even in the cham- 
ber of their king; flies and lice in all their costs ; 
he gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their 
land;; he smote their vintis ia«<i fig trees ; locusts and 
caterpillars without numbers eat up the herbs of their 
land, and devoured the fruit of the ground ; and then 
all the first born, in their land, were smitten. 

Let us stop here and draw a few practical lessons 
to Pharaoh's objections to letting the people go, and 
his yielding after experiencing certain of the phigues. fi 
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And Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, 
"go ye, sacrifice to your (iod in the hind.*' Kvi- 
dently Satan was with Pharaoh. God's design was 
that the worship to him should be entirely separate 
from all the contaminations of Kgypt ; while in 
Kgypt, they would have been under the influence, 
and in the power of the Egyptians. It would have 
been God's people //* ''^gypt. Satan's object is 
gained when people accept of a worldly religion, and 
refuse to come out and be separate. 

Kodoinption o\ the Israelites ami separation (lom 
Kgypt were inseparable. Come out from among 
them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing, and 1 will receive you, and be 
a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. ( 2 Cor. 6: 
17, 18.) This people, while amidst the defilements 
and abominations of Egypt, could not have been a 
witness for the Holy One ; nor can any one now, 
while mixed up with the defilements of a corrupt, 
worldly religion, be bright and steady witnesses for 
God. So Moses said, it wa« tww meet so to do, for 
we shall sacrifice the abominations of the Egyptians 
to the Lord. "No," said Moses, "we will go three 
days journey into the wilderness to our Lord, as he 
shall command us." The waters of the Red Sea 
must roll between them and Egypt, ere they could 
properly sacrifice to Jehovah. 
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One plague after another was made to fall upon 
Pharaoh till he said, *'l will let you go that you may 
sacrifice to the Lord in the wilderness, only ye shall 
not go very far ViVi^y y If Pharaoh could not keep 
the children of Israel in Kgypt, he would, at least, ^ 
seek to keep them near it, so that he could act upon 
them by his various influences and power, and neu- 
tralize their worship, and even bring them back 
again under Egyptian influence and bondage. The 
fact is, they better not go at all, if they could not go 
far away from the evils that would, naturally and 
inevitably, attend the saying, *'near by." 

Here is a lesson for us. There are far too 
many that take this ground. They are neither the 
one thing nor the other. They are neither hot nor 
cold ; they would neither be entirely in the world, 
nor completely identify themselves with (jod's peo- 
ple and christian influence, — like to have one foot in 
the world, and the other in the church ; they occupy 
a border position, and, in point of fact, whatever 
influence they possess, tells on the wrong side. 

Again, as Pharaoh's liciut was softened, he con- 
sented to let the people go ; but made the inquiry, 
*'but who are they that shall go?" And when he 
was told, the old, the young, the sons and the daugh- 
ters, and their flocks and herds, must go, as they 
were going to hold a feast unto the Lord, I^haraoh 
would only consent that the adults should go, — the 
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children, the herds and flocks should remain /// 
Kgypt. Here is another lesson for us. No perfect 
deliverance ; parents in the wilderness, the children, 
flocks and herds in Kgypt. Pharaoh would consent 
that part might serve Jehovah, if the rest would serve 
him. He would have a divided service, whereas God 
should have all or nothing. If .sacrifice and salvation 
were blessings, and a necessity for the adults, they 
were equally so for the children. Satan disputes 
every inch of ground, as manifested in the case of 
riiaraoh. He first sought to keep them in the land ; 
then to keep them near the land of Kgypt ; then he 
would have them leave the children ; and in failing 
in this, he sought to send all forth without their 
flocks and herds, — without ^the ability to sacifice. 
Evidently Pharaoh did not believe in the sentiment 
expressed in the lines : 

**Were the whole realm of nature mine. 
That were an offering far too small ; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my heart, my life, my all." 
Pharaoh*s heart is again hardened. Vain man, to 
lift up his head in pomp and vain glory, as though 
he had the power to thwart the plans of Jehovah ; 
he is the tool of Satan, taken up and used by him 
in his efforts to counteract the purposes of God. If 
a man resists the light of Divine testimony, he is 
shut up to judicial blindness and hardness of heart. 
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There was abundant light for fharaoh to show his 
extravagant folly in seeking to detain those whom 
God had commanded to let go. The disposition of 
his heart was to act against God, and he was left to 
himself ; and he was a monument for the display of 
God's glory. 

The final plague came, and the first born were 
ismitten. The lamb without spot or blemish for 
each family was to be slain, and its blood be struck 
on the side posts, and on the upper door posts of the 
houses wherein the Israelites shall eat the Hesh of 
the lamb. In this, the redemption of the world is 
typical. Redemption was no after-thought with God. 
/rhe Lamb without blemish and without spot, was 
foreordained before the foundation of the world ; 
and redemption was in the mind of God before the 
foundation of the world. I do not want to follow 
this point further, as it is somewhat foreign to my 
purpose in pursuing the subject in hand. 

The Israelites believed the destroying angel would 
pass over them. They rested upon God's testimony. 
They believed what God said, because God said it. 
God said, when 1 see the blood I will pass over you. 
That was enough. The destroying angel passed 
through the land of Egypt to destroy all the .first 
born; but Israel's first born escaped through the 
death of a divinely appointed substitute. 

The next morning, Pharaoh consented to lei the 
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Ix»ople go with their children, Hocks am\ herds, six 
hundred thousand men lx;side women iind children, 
wiih their flocks unci herds, together with a large 
mixed multitude, at the command of the Lord, left 
their tasks and taskmasters and the land in which 
they had dwelt four hundred and thirty years. 

The way of the children of Israel, to the promised 
land, was not through the land of the warlike Fhilis 
tine.s, but through the way of the wilderness of the 
Ked Sea. Israel had not gone far when Pharaoh 
repented that h* had let the people go out of his 
land, and came to the determination to make one 
desperate eflfort to overtake and recover them ; and 
so he made ready six hundred chosen chariots and 
horses and all the chariots of Egypt, and with the 
entire army pursued, and overtook the Israelites, 
encamped besiile the Red Sea. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of 
Israel lifted up their eyes and beheld the Egyptians 
marched after them. This was a deep, trying .scene 
to the children of Israel. It would seem there was 
no hope of escape. The sen was before ihem, Pha 
raoh's host behind then), and the mountains and wil- 
derness on cither hand. To the human eye, to go 
forward was to be drowned in the sea ; for they had 
no ships ; to escape, either to the right or left, was 
impossible ; to surrender to Pharaoh and his army, 
was to be taken back to be ruled by hard task mas- 
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tcrs. Their future prospect was dark, indeed. 
Apparently as well might they have attempted to put 
back, by the wave of the hand, the ocean*s mighty 
tide, as seek to extricaie themselves by aught that 
they could do. 

Now was (rOii's opportunity to display himself in 
the salvation of his people, and in the total overthrow 
of their enemies. Man's extremity is God's oppor- 
tunity. One thing was requisite on the part of his 
people and their appointed leader: faith in ()od. 
God often brings his people into the greatest straits 
and. difficulties, but if they have an unwavering trust 
in Him, he will carry them through. In this ex- 
tremity the people cri^nl mightily unto (rod, and 
Moses said unto the people, '*Fear ye not, stand still, 
and see the salvation of the Lord which he will show 

i 

to you to-day." [srnel had done all they could ; now 
they must trust in and wait for the Lord. 

The Lord said to Moses, to speak to the children 
of Israel that they go forward ; but lift thou up thy 
rod and stretch out thy hand over the sea and divide 
it, and the children <rf lsi-atrl shall go on dry ground 
through the midst of the sea, as by dry land. I draw 
the inference here, that the sea was not divided 
through at once. Had it been so it would have been 
passing through by sight and not faith. 'I'he sea 
opened as Israel moved forward, so that every fresh 
step needed to be cast wholly upon God. Jn faith 
they passed through the Red Sen. Digitized by VjOOg IC 
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The Egyptians did not move in faith. They did 
not take God at his word. They moved on because 
they saw a way open before them ; with them it was 
sight and not faith. Consequently Israel had the 
protection of Jehovah, but the Egyptians had it not. 
The Angel of God and the pillar of cloud went be- 
tween the Israelites and the Egyptians. The cloud 
was darkness to the Egyptians, but gave light to the 
Israelites. While Pharaoh and his host were in the 
midst of the sea, the Lord caused the waters to return 
and covered the c,hariots, and horsemen, and all the 
host of I'haraoh that came into the sea, after them. 
There remained not so much as one of them. And 
Israel saw the E4jyptians dead upon the sea shore, 
and Israel feared and believed the Lord and his 
servant Moses. 

Now Israel had been redeemed from their Egyptian 
bondage. And now, that they had left the Brick 
Kilns of Egypt forever, it was most befitting that they 
should break forth in songs of praise for their glo- 
rious deliverance, there on the banks of the Red Sea, 
wher^ they were able to ga^e Hptm the spoils of vic- 
tory which lay scattered around them.. It was here 
that six hundred thousand were heard, chanting the 
songs of victory : "I will sing unto the Lord for he 
hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider, 
hath he thrown into the sea". And well they might; 
the waters of the Red Sea rolled between them and 
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the land of bondage, and they stood on the other shore 
as a fully delivered people. Shall not their example 
in this respect, be more fully followed by us? Be 
enabled to sing, "the Lord is my strength and song, 
and he is become my salvation". 

They take their leave of this interesting scene and 
spot, on the banks of the Red Sea, and Moses takes 
them into the wilderness of Shur ; and they went three 
days in the wilderness and found no water. Up to 
this point it seemed all fair sailing^for Israel. Heavy 
judgements had been poured out upon Egypt, The 
army of Egypt lay dead upon the sea shore, and in 
the sea, and Israel had come through triumphant. 
Seemingly, Israel's hopes were centered in God. 

It is sometimes easy while success is perched upon 
our banners, while fortune is with us, to praise our 
benefactors, to speak well of them, but matters change, 
when trials come. Israel had now come to enter 
upon their wilderness experience. It is when we 
get into our wilderness experience that we are put to 
the test as to the real measure of our acquaintance 
with God, and witli our hearts. Remember that God 
for one's good, subjects us to severe discipline, so 
that we might manifest whether our faith and confi- 
vdence are firmly fixed in him. 

And when Israel came to Marah, they could not 
drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. 
And the people murmured against Moses, saying. 
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what shall we drink ? And the children said unto 
Moses and Aaron, would to God we had died by the 
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt when we sat 
by the flesh pots and when we did eat bread to the 
full ; for ye have brought us forth unto the wilderness 
to kill this whole assembly. The waters of Marah 
tested the heart of Israel, and developed their mur- 
muring spirit. 

The christian in this life frequently meets with bit- 
ter waters. That affliction by way of sickness that 
you may have experienced ; that disaster and loss, 
that may have overtaken you ; the poverty that you 
may have struggled with ; the reverse of fortune that 
you may have met ; that slander that may have been 
circulated to injure and bla:^ your fair name and 
character ; all are to test your confidence in God. 
Have you tasted of those bitter waters without losing 
aught of confidence in God ? Have you passed 
through the wilderness of trouble, all of which has 
enabled you to plant yourself more firmly upon the 
rock Christ Jesus? There is a sweetness that comes 
from the wilderness exptiienoe^ i€ your faith is un- 
shaken in the Eternal. There is no bitterness that 
God cannot sweeten. 

As to Israel, the Lord showed them a tree, which*, 
when they cast into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet. This may be typical of the work wrought by 
Christ. While the children of men were in the bitter 
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1 waters of death, in infinite grace, Christ was cast 

j into the bitter waters of death in order that those 

waters might yield naught but sweetness to us for- 
ever. So we see that the wilderness has its EHms, 
j as well as its Marahs. And Israel came to Elim 

} where were the twelve wells of water, and three score 

I and ten Palm trees, and encamped there by the 

waters. So God provided green spots in the desert 
for his journeying people. This place was, for a 
passing moment, designed, in grace, to encourage 
their depressed spirits and nerve them for their on- 
ward march to Canaan. 

And they took their journey from Elim, and came 
into the wilderness of Sin (which is between Elim 
and Sinai), on the fifteenth day of the second month 
after their departure out of the land of Egypt. 
Down to this time how wonderfully all their wants 
have been met I Thanksgiving should have taken 
the place of murmurings. How is it with us ? Ten 
thousand mercies are forgotten in the presence of a 
single, trifling privation. We have been frankly for- 
given all our sins, accepted in the blood, made heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, and the re- 
cipients of eternal glory ; and in addition to all, our 
path through the desert, is strewed with countless ' 
mercies ; and yet let a cloud the size of a man's hand 
appear on the horizon, and we at once forget the 
rich mercies of the past, in view of this single cloud , c 
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which, after all, may only break blessings on our 
head. 

Israel was prone to murmur. No sooner did they 

feel the pressure of hunger, than they murmured 

\ against Moses and Aaron. They seemed to have 

I forgotten, they had been borne up by the hand of 

Jehovah, and said, "why have ye brought us up out 

I of Egypt ? Would to God' we had died by the hand 

of the Lord in the land of Kgypt, when we sat by the 

Hesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full." 

Then said the Lord unto Moses, **Hehold, I will rain 

bread from heaven for you." Here was another test, 

showing their unthankful hearts and distrust of God. 

They pronounced it light food, and lusted for the 

^ tiesh pots, — in their hearts turned back again into 

It demands an heavenly taste to feed on bread 
from heaven. They were not, in their hearts, on the 
heavenly road. The children of Israel were requested 
to gather it fresh every morning. Yesterday's supply 
would not do for to-day. This suggests that our 
spiritual supply is to be daily. One writer has said, 
it is truly deplorable to find <Jifistians seeking after 
the things of this world. It proves very distinctly, 
that they are loathing the heavenly manna and 
esteeming it light food. They are ministering lo 
j that they ought to mortify. The activities of the new 

j life will ever show themselves in connection with the 
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subjugation of the *'old man" with his deeds. 

The Lord commanded that there should be an 
omer of the manna to be kept, that they might see 
the bread wherewith the Lord fed them in the wilder- 
ness, where he brought them forth from the land of 
Egypt. This was a most precious memorial of the 
faithfulness of God. He had fed them on angels* 
food, and watched over them with great tenderness, 
borne with them, and carried them as on eagle's 
wings. This pot of manna was a record of Jehovah's 
faithfulness in providing for those whom he had re- 
deemed out of the land of the enemy. 

No mention is made of the Sabbath from the .2nd 
chapter of Genesis till the i6th chapter of Exodus, 
till this period of Israel's journey. Here it appears 
to be instituted. There went out some of the people 
on the seventh day for to gather, and they found 
none. And the Lord said unto Moses, how long 
refuse ye to keep my commandments and my laws ? 
See ! the Lord hath given you the Sabbath, therer 
fore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two 
days. Abide ye ever>' f^an in his place, — let no 
man go out of his place on the seventh day. 
The Sabbath was a gift and made for man, and a 
type of that eternal rest that remaineth for the peo- 
ple of God. 

Now had it not been the fact that the children of 
Israel had become blind to God's grace, and marvel- « 
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ously insensible of God's faithfulness, they would, 
thereafter, have trusted him everywhere, and under 
the most trying circumstances. 

They journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, ac- 
cording to the commandment of the Lord, and 
pitched in Rephidim : and there was no water for 
the people to drink. Wherefore the people did chide 
with Moses and said, give us water, that we may 
drink ; and Moses said unto theui, why chide with 
me? WhereivMo do yo tempi iho Lord? This shows 
the depth of sin in the human heart. Six hundred 
thousand of them had been fed by bread from heaven, 
in the wilderness. And now they are ready to stone 
Moses for bringing them out into the wilderness, to 
kill them by thirst ; it seems a& though the smallest 
cloud is more than sufficient to hide from their view 
the boundless grace and forbearance of their God. 

Whenever we get into trial, if our trust is in God 
we may feel confident that the trial is to test and 
strengthen our faith ; and in this instance Moses 
cried unto the Lord, saying, what shall I do to this 
people? they be almost rwtdy td stone me; and 
Moses, at the command of the Lord, smote the rock 
in Horeb, in sight of the elders of Israel. This very 
trial and test brought out a new display of fjr>l i 
grace. This smitten rock was the type of the rock 
Christ Jesus. The true rock has been smitten, so * 

that thirstv souls may drink. Christ says, the water 
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that I shall give him, shall be in him a well of water, 
springing up into everlasting life. 

We might, perhaps, draw many .practical lessons 
from the conduct of the children of Israel, and God's 
dealings with them. God tests us in the same way 
he did them. We iiave a drouth, and we murmur 
because of it ; we have long and heavy rains, and are 
displeased with that ; we have good neighbors, and 
we forget them ; we have bad ones, and desire their 
removal, and neglect to profit by our contact with 
them. We are sick» and fret and long for health, 
not thinking that any part of it is for our improve- 
ment ; we have good health, and forget to improve 
our moments, or thank the Giver. The application 
of this lesson might be carried out to a great length. 

In their march hitherto, God had fought their bat- 
tles for them, and God had been ready to supply all 
their wants ; but now Israel was called upon to fight 
the enemy themselves. Then came Amalek and 
fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said 
unto Joshua, choose us out men, and go out and fight 
with Amalek : to-morrow T will stand on the top of 
the hill with the rod of God in hand. God wanted 
they should do something for themselves, though he 
desired them to trust him — he would be with them. 
Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
And it came to pass when Moses 'held up his hand, 
that Israel prevailed. But Moses' hands were heavy, 
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and they took a stone and put under him, and he sat 
thereon, and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands. 
And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with 
the edge of the sword. It was not to be understood 
that when Pharaoh wai> gone, they had no more ene- 
mies to fight — they were to be always ready. So 
when we have won a victory over any sin or tempta- 
tion, we are not to lay down our annor, but be always 
ready for any conflict against sin. 

Time will not permit us to examine in detail the 
course of the children of Israel before reaching mount 
Sinai. Jethro, Moses* father-in-law, and Zipix)rah, 
Moses' wife, and her two sons, came and visited 
Moses. Moses complained of the burden which was 
cast upon him, as the leader />f Israel, and, therefore, 
at the suggestion of Jethro and Moses, seventy elders 
were appointed, to share in the responsibilities and 
honors, that had been cast on Moses. Moses said, 
"I am not able to bear all this people alone, because 
it is too heavy for me." So he was allowed to retire 
from his post of honor. Moses did not remember or 
acknowledge that God had liteti with him, and was 
to continue with him. God wis %ith him. The bur- 
dens were not too heavy for God. It was God that 
was bearing them, — Moses was but an instrument. 
Seemingly, it was Moses' humility that caused him j 

to retire, but it was, in reality, shrinking from duty ' 

and responsibility imposed by God, and he had no J 
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right to shake it off. If God lays any duty or burden 
on you or me, he will qualify and strengthen us to 
carry it. God does not call us into service on the 
ground of our ability, but on account of his own. 
We need not fear on account of the responsibility, 
if our trust is in God. Moses, at times, gave utter- 
ance to some accents of unbelief, and the Lord re- 
buked him by saying. **ls the Lord's hand waxed 
short ?** The christian's success will be according to 
his faith and trust in the Lord. 

We behold now, Israel at the foot of the , mount 
of God ; they desired to abandon Jehovah's covenant 
of pure grace, for man's covenant of works. What a 
mistake I God had said to them, *'Ye have seen 
what I did unto the Egy^^tians, and how 1 bore you 
as on eagle's wings, and brought you unto myself. 
Now, therefore, if ye will obey my voice, indeed, and 
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peailiar treas- 
ure unto me above all people ; for all the earth is 
mine. And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation." His ways with them had been 
of unmingled grace, Ukt the covenant with Abra- 
ham, it imposed no conditions. 

But now the children of Israel asked for a cove- 
nant of works, and made a most presumptions vow 
that mortal lips could utter. All the people answered 
together, and said, *'.All that the Jx)rd hath spoken 
we will do." Now, before the law could be given 
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and brought to them, b\' Moses, ihey had commenced 
lo break the hiw, and forfeit the covenant they had 
just made, when God was giving the first and second 
commandment, "Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me," and "Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image," they were making at the camp 
the golden calf. This shows the depth of sin in 
the human heart, and that salvation could not 
come by any law. The law was peifect : it contained 
the truth of what man ought lo be. But there was 
no mercy, and no grace in it. He that despised, 
and broke Moses' law, died without mercy. The law 
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ. Our salvation comes by faith in a 
crucified Redeemer. 
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